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BusINESS OF CONGRESS. There is evidently a 
ood deal of impatience and irritability in the 
minds of both parties in congress, and a general 
desire to make the session as short as possible: 
the result, perhaps, of a conviction that suspense 
must aggravate the evils under which the people 
Jabor, and that there is no prospect, unless by a 
prolonged session, of the adoption of a permanent 
system for the coilection, custody and disbursement 
of the public money. Under this belief, the 
senate has promptly acted on bills for the tempora- 
ry relief of the government, viz: a bill to postpone 
the payment of the fourth instalment of the sur- 
plus, a bill to authorize the issue of treasury notes, 
a bill extending the time for the payment of mer- 
chants’ bonds, a bill for adjusting the remaining 
claims on the deposite banks, and a bill to authorize 
merchandise to be deposited in public stores, &c. 
The bill imposing additional duties on public offi- 
cers as depositories for receiving the public money, 
{partof the sub-treasury system], is still before the 
senate, and will not receive the final action of that 
body until it is fully debated. The house has only 
reached the bill for the postponement of the surplus, 
its attention having been diverted from the chief bu- 
siness of the session by other exciting topics, a full 
account of which is presented in the present sheet. 
When the feeling which these questions have excit- 
ed shall pass off, the house will also go earnestly to 
work, and we anticipate a speedy consummation of 
their labors, in the aduption of temporary measures 
of relief. 





ConGrReEss. Our congressional abstracts are full 
of interest, and contain an account of all the sayings 
and doings in both houses to Thursday last, inclu- 
sive. On yesterday the senate, after the usual 
morning business, resumed the consideration of the 
bill providing for the collection and custody of the 
public revenue, when Mr. Tullmadge addressed the 
senate for about two hours in opposition to Mr. 
Culhoun’s scheme, in defence of the banks, of the 
value of credit and confidence, and in support of the 
plan embraced by Mr. Rives’s bill. When Mr. T. 
concluded, Mr. Strange, Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Rives, 
each made some further remarks on incidental 
points and in explanation. After which Mr. Ben- 
ton took the floor and spoke until 4 o’clock, in sup- 
port of the bill; when he had concluded, on motion 
of Mr. King, of Geo., the senate adjourned. 

In the house yesterday, after the presentation of 
memorials, &c., the resolution moved by Mr. Wise, 
in relation to the Florida war, came up as the unfin- 
ished business of the morning, when a debate arose, 
in whieh Messrs. Bell, Wise, Gholson, of Missis- 
sippi, Lincoln and Campbell, participated. Mr. Wise 
arose to reply to Mr. Gholson, when Mr. Caimbre- 
leng also arose and moved that the house proceed 
to the orders of the day. The motion was agreed 
to, ayes 108, noes 70, and the house went into 
committee of the whole (Mr. Haynes in the chair), 
and resumed the deposite postponement bill. ? 

Messrs. C. Shepard, of N. Carolina, and Sibley, of 
New Yori, successively addressed the committee 
against the bill. The committee was further ad- 
dressed at length by Messrs. Cushman, of New 
Hainpshire, Holsey, Fairfield, and Parker, in its 
favor. Mr. F. O. J. Sinith, having next obtained 
the floor, moved for the rising of the committee, 
when Mr. Cumbreleng urged the necessity of pro- 
ceeding: he stated that in consequence of the pas- 
sage of this bill by the senate, important changes 
had taken place in the financial attitude of the gov- 
ernment, and that should not the bill be passed by 
the house in one week, the treasury must stop. 
The committee, however, rose; and Mr. Foster 
moved that the house adjourn. On this question 
Mr. Cambreleng demanded the yeas and nays; 
which, being taken, resulted as follows: Yeas 96, 
nays 85. So the house adjourned. 





TREASURY cIRCULAR. The Baltimore Chronicle 
of this morning contains the following copy of a 
circular addressed to ‘‘one of the first houses” in 
that city, which, the Chronicle says, declined the 
offer: 

Treasury department, September 19th, 1837. 


Sir: <A bill is now before congress to authorize 
the president of the United States to cause the is- 
sue of treasury notes for such sum or sums as he 

Vor. II—Sia. 4. 





may think expedient; but not exceeding in the 
whole amount of notes issued, the sum of twelve 
millions of dollars, and of denominations of not less 
than one hundred dollars for any one note, to be re- 
imbursed at the treasury of the U. States after the 
expiration of one year from the dates of the said 
notes respectively. 

I will thank you to state whether, in the event of 
the passage of this bill, you will agree to take the 
said notes from the government, and give the trea- 
surer of the United States a credit for the amount; 
to be drawn for as may be necessary, and payable 
in specie if required, and, if so, to state what 
amount you will receive, and the lowest rate of in- 
terest to be borne by said notes. 

I am very respectfully, your obedient servent, 

Levi Woopsury, sec. of the treasury. 





From Froripa. We learn from the Savannah 
Republican of the 18th inst. that the steamboat Es- 
sayons had arrived at Black creek from Picolata, 
with an express, stating that an engagement had 
taken place at Musquito, a few days since, between 
the furces under the command of general Hernandez 
and a party of Indians under Philip and Euchee 
Billy. The engagement lasted about twenty min- 
utes, in which three Indians were killed, and thir- 
ty taken prisoners; among the latter were Philip 
and Euchee Billy. Lieut. McNeil of the dragoons 
was killed. 





InpIAN councrIL. The secretary of war has been 
engaged for the last two days, and will be thus en- 
gaged to-day, in a ‘‘talk’’ with the delegation of 
Sioux, whose arrival we noticed in our last, in rela- 
tion to the disposal of their lands, &c. The assem- 
blage is one of curious interest, and has attracted 
vast crowds to the rev. Dr. Laurie’s church where 
the council is held. 


A second party, under major Pilcher may be|® 


daily expected. They were at Wheeling a few 


days since. 





Unitep STATES BANK sTOCK was selling in 
New York on Tuesday last at $1183. Business in 
that and the other Atlantic cities is improving, and 
confidence rapidly increasing. 


Sales at New York, September 19. 

369 shares United States bank 118 a 1183 

100 Baltimore Trust 90 

Specie. There were no Sales at the board this morn- 
ing. We note gold at 74a7} premium; half dollars 
74a7} do; Spanish dollars 10a10} do; Mexican 84a83 
do; five frane pieces $1.02a$1.023 reigns 
$5.27a$5.294; patriot doubloons $16.75a—. 

Treasury drafts. Sales of $1,000 this morn- 
ing at 4 per cent. premium; we note them at 3a4 
premium, 


From the New York Journal of Commerce Sep- 
tember 19—2, P. M. 

The marke!. Money stocks are in general 
firm. Specie is declining, as will be seen by our 
report of proceedings at the brokers board. Flour 
remains as last week. The stock of foreign rye is 
reduced to 7,000 bushels, the last sale was at 90 
cents. Southern corn commands 98a100 cents.— 
Sugar continues to sell briskly. The cotton mar- 
ket is steady, with fair sales at last week’s prices: 

Sales at Philadelphia, Sept. 19. 


21 shares U.S. bank, - - 119 





Navat. Mr. Cass and family arrived at Con- 
stantinople on the 15th of July in the United States 
frigate Constitution, but, after a short stay, left that 
city for Candia on account of the plague. The 
frigate fired a salute of twenty-one guns on enter- 
ing the harbor of Constantinople, which was an- 
swered by a like number from the castles. She 
was much admired, and the correspondent of the 
London Morning Herald speaks of her as “the 
magnificent American frigate.”’ 


Extract from a letter to the secretary of the navy, 
from commodore John B. Nicolson, dated 
United States ship Independence, 
. Off Cronstadt, Aug. 4, 1837. 
‘I do myself the honor to inform the honorable 
secretary of the navy, that the Independence arriv- 
ed at this anchorage on Sunday, the 29th of July. 








“The minister, Mr. Dallas, with his family, have 
landed, and repaired to St. Petersburg. 
“I take leave to state that the crew continue to 
enjoy their health.” 
The U.S. schooner Shark was at Constantino- 
ple on the 9th of June. Crew and officers all well. 
The United States ship Erie, captain James 
Renshaw, from Rio Janeiro and Bahai, arrived at 
Boston on Friday night, and anchored off the navy 
yard. The Erie has been out thirty-nine months. 





YELLOW FEVER AT NEw OrteEAns. The most 
recent intelligence from New Orleans is contained 
in a slip from Mobile, Ala., of the 16th, which gives 
the following from the New Orleans True American, 
of (it is presumed) the 15th: 

“The truth is, that for the last ten days not less 
than sixty have died a day, and on Saturday, Sun- 
day, and Mcnday, we feel assured we might, with- 
out any fear of exaggeration, double that number. 

‘«‘For the last ten days, the sickness has increased 
both in regard to numbers of cases and malignancy; 
and that too among the more respectable class of 
citizens; and no piyaictan can be found in town 
but who will corroborate our statement. 

‘The weather continues the same, with an in- 
creased coolness of nights and mornings.” 

The disease is not confined to strangers, but it 
seizes upon natives and foreigners without dis- 
tinction; and it is stated that scarcely a house is 
free from its visitation. Great praise is awarded 
to the Hibernian Society of New Orleans, which 
has been most active in affording relief to the suf- 
ferers. 





Miuirary court. The court of inquiry ordered 
for the trial of general Wool, composed of major 
veneral Scott, colonel Lindsey, major Payne, and 
judge advocate De Hart, convened at Knoxville on 
the 4th inst. The court entered at once on the in- 
vestigation of the charges preferred by gov. Clay 
of Alabama. 





Crvit WAR IN PortuGAt. The ship Constitution 
at Boston, sailed from St. Ubes on the 20th August, 
and brings intelligence that a civil war raged in 
Portugal at the time of her departure, and skirmish- 
es daily took place between different portions of the 
military, with much blood shed, and many lives lost. 
A great portion of the populace and military were 
dissatisfied with the constitution and admnistration 
of the government, and were determined to bring 
about an alteration of both, for the better, by force. 
To this end, general Saldana, one of the oldest gen- 
erals in the Portuguese service, was marching with 
a large force, upon Lisbon, not however to depose 
the queen, as all parties were in her favor. In con- 
sequence of this state of affairs, martial law had 
been proclaimed throughout the kingdom. 

The Constitution brings despatches to govern- 
ment, from the American secretary of legation at 
Lisbon. 





Marne. It is believed that Kent, the whig can- 
didate for governor, has been elected over Parks 
the administration candidate. A letter from Au- 
gusta, however, published in the Portland Argus, 
states that there will be no election, as the returns 
indicate that Mr. Kent has not received a majority 
of all the votes. The complexion of both branches of 
the legislature cannot be ascertained with accurac 
from the accounts before us; but many towns whic 
elected administration candidates last year, have 
this year chosen whigs. In the next “Register” we 
hope to present full returns. 





Vermont.—The Montpelier Watchman of the 
18th instant contains returns for governor from 171 
towns, with the following results: 





Jenison, (W,) 18,202 
Bradley, ( Ad.) 14,904 
Jenison’s majority thus far, 3,298 


Representatives,—229 towns; Whigs, 128; Van 
Buren, 88; doubtful, 5; unrepresented, 8. 
Senate—will probably stand 19 Whigs and 11 





Van Buren men; but concerning one or two dis- 
tricts there is still some uncertainty. 
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TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS—FLORIDA WAR. The 
secretary of war has withdrawn his call on the gov- 
ernor of Tennessee, for volunteers for the Florida 
wee a The Nashville Banner says— 

“The reply of governor Cannon to the call of the 
18th August, as we have before intimated, demand- 
ed assurances from the department, that ample 
means should be provided for equipping the volun- 
teers, before he could take any step to meet the re- 
quisition, and from the tone of the present letter, we 
are inclined to the belief that the governor’s prudent 
and decided stand on this point, has offended the 
honorable secretary. If so, he must attribute the 
governor’s caution to the niggardly and ungenerous 
course of the general government in its transactions 
with the Tennessee volunteers of 1836.” 

War department, September 6, 1837. 

Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 26th ultimo. 

his department having received an offer of vo- 
lunteers to the extent in number of the requisition 
made upon you in my letter of the 18th ulto., I 
have the honor to request that you will take no 
measures to comply with that requisition, even 
should you be called upon to do so by general Jesup. 
The general will be immediately sitiead, that it 
has become unnecessary to trouble your excellency 
in the matter. 

Very respectfully, your most obed’t serv’t, 

J. R. Pornsetr. 

His exc’y N. Cannon, gov. of Tenn. Nashville, Tenn. 





Gop corn. Insenate, September 19, 1837. Mr. 
Benton submitted the following statements, showing 
the coinage, and imports, and exports of specie dur- 
ing the year 1837, which were ordered to be printed. 
Gold coinage at the mint of the United States in 1837. 


January, - - - none. 
February, - - - - - $35,500 
Bp Sos by he ign ae 
— = ; ; . : . , 

May, - . . - - 268,000 
June, - - - - - - 46,250 
July, - - - - - 104,490 
August, - - - - - 110,205 

$853,825 


Statement of imports and exports of specie, since 
30th’ September, 1836, as per returns received at 
the treasury department to the 19th September, 
1837, inclusive. 

Imports, - ™ - ° - $10,288,876 

Exports, - - - - - - 6,164,882 

McCuintock Youna. 
Treasury department, Sept. 19, 1837. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 

Philip K. Laurence, to be judge of the United 
States for the district of Louisiana. 

Thomas Slidell, to be attorney of the United 
States for the eastern district of Louisiana. 

Samuel D. Patterson, to be marshal of the United 
States for the eastern district of Pennsylvania. 





Bank oF MArytanp. The Harford (Md.) Ma- 
disonian states, that suits for the recovery of money 
due the bank of Maryland came up before the 
county court at its late session. 
hand were produced, given by Poultney, Ellicott 
and Co. and divers notes with their endorsement. 
Evidence was produced by Messrs. Johnson and 
McMahon, proving the validity of the notes, and 
the jury rendered a judgment to the amount of three 
hundred and forty-eight thousand five hundred and 
twenty-two dollars and forty-eight cents. 

Mr. Evan Poultney’s case as a petitioner for the 
benefit of the insolvent law, also caine up before the 
court. A motion to further postpone the same was 
made by his counsel. The petition was, however, 
withdrawn, on the ground that it was impossible for 
Mr. Evan Poultney to have his witnesses on in 
time. There were many interrogatories and alle- 
gations filed against him. 





VINDICATION OF JUDGE MARSHALL’S 
MEMORY. 
To the editors of the Richmond Whig. 
GENTLEMEN: [ send you, for publication, a copy 
of a recent correspondence between Dr. Miles Sel- 
den Watkins, of Huntsville, Alabama, and me, on 
the subject of an injurious imputation on the char- 
acter and conduct of the late chief justice Marshall, 
by the hon. Wm. Smith. I publish it because the 
friends of the late chief justice, who are apprized 
of the imputation having been made, and of its 
having been communicated to me, have a right to 
know the result of my inquiries into the subject, 
and I can see noreason for delaying the publication. 
With respect, your obedient servant, 
B. W, LEIGH. 


Several notes of 





Leiter from Dr. Miles Selden Watkins, of Huntsville, 
Alabama, to B. W. Leigh, of Virginia. 
Huntsville, August 10, 1837. 

My peEarsir: During our political canvass, which 
terminated on the 7th instant, it was publicly stated, 
on more than one occasion, by the hon. Wm. Smith, 
(late of South Carolina,) that chief justice Mar- 
shall was the owner of seventeen shares of stock in 
the United States bank, in the year 1819, when he 
decided, in the case of McCulloh vs. the State of 
Maryland, that the charter of that bank was con- 
stitutional. 

This statement derives additional importance 
from the fact that it was made upon the authority 
of a United States senator now representing the 
state of Virginia. 

We here are not willing to admit the truth of 
such allegations, upon partisan statements, without 
further proof; and, believing it to be the duty of 
every individual to prbiiet the character of our 
country and its distinguished benefactors, I have, at 
the request of many friends, addressed you this let- 
ter, with the request that you will obtain from the 
proper sources correct information as to the facts of 
the case, and cominunicate the result to me as soon 
as may suit your convenience. Yours, truly, 

M. 8. WATKINS. 


Letter from Mr. Leigh to Dr. M. S. Watkins. 
Richmond, August 28, 1837. 

Dear str: I should have given you an earlier 
answer to your leiter of the 10th instant, but I was 
obliged to write to Philadelphia for a part of the in- 
formation necessary to enable me to answer it with 
certainty and accuracy. 

The imputation, which youinform me Mr. Smith 
ventured to make upon the late chief justice Mar- 
shall, was, that he was the owner of seventeen shares 
of United States bank stock in the year 1819, when 
he decided, in the case of McCulloh against Mary- 
land, that the charter of that bank was constitu- 
tional. 

It appears by Mr. Wheaton’s report of the case, 
that the argument of it was commenced on the 22d 
February, 1819, and that the chief justice delivered 
the opinion of the court on the 7th March.—4 
Wheaton 322, 400. 

I herewith enclose you a certificate of the trans- 
fer clerk of the bank of the United States, which 
shows that twelve shares of stock were transferred 
to Mr. Marshall on the 4th April, 1817, and five 
shares more on the 10th December following; that 
twelve of those shares were transferred by Robert 
Adams to Thomas Marshall, trustee for the widow 
and heirs of William Marshall, deceased, on the 8th 
February, 1819, under a power of attorney from 
Mr. Marshall to Mr. Adams, dated and acknow- 
ledged before a notary public of Washington, D. C., 
on the 5th of February; and that the other five 
shares were transferred by Thomas P. Cope to 
Thomas P. Cope & Sons, on the 26th March, 1819, 
under a power of attorney from Mr. Marshall to 
Mr. Cope, dated and acknowledged before a justice 
of the peace of Richmond, on the 21st January, 
1819. I have obtained copies of the two powers of 
attorney referred to in the certificate of the transfer 
clerk, which also I enclose with the certificate. 
See Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

As it did not appear from these documents, with 
absolute certainty, that Mr. Marshall had parted 
with his property in the last five shares, before he 
decided the case of McCulloh against Maryland, 
‘hough I had no doubt he sold this stock on the 21st 
January, the date of his execution and acknow- 
ledgment ofthe power of attorney for the transfer of 
it, Inquiry was made of Mr. James Head Lynch, 
of this town, whose name appeared as attesting 
witness to the power of attorney, for exact informa- 
tion of the fact. I send you Mr. Lynch’s certifi- 
cate, (No. 5,) in which you will find conclusive 
proof that these five shares were sold to him at par, 
and paid for, onthe 21st January, 1819, and the 
power of attorney for transferring them was handed 
to Mr. Lynch at the same time, leaving the name of 
the attorney blank for Mr. Lynch’s convenience; 
and that Mr. Lynch advised Mr. Marshall not to 
sell his stock, but he assigned as his reason for sell- 
ing that he did not choose to remain a stockholder 
in the bank of the United States, as questions 
would come before the supreme court in which the 
bank might be concerned. It must be obvious to 
those who know the course of such business, that 
when Mr. Lynch sold these five shares of stock in 
Virginia, he handed the scrip with the letter of at- 
torney for the transfer of it tothe purchaser. They 
probably went throug many hands before they 
were sent to Philadelphia. I learn that Mr. Cope 
filled up the blank in the letter of attorney, with 
his name written with his own hand; and that the 
scrip and letter of attorney were sent to him by Mr. 
John Y. Wilcox, of Petersburg, 





————— 
I have no idea that Mr. Marshall felt that th 

holding of such an interest in the bank could Sag 
the least influence upon his judgment on an ‘ 
tion in which the bank mignt € concerned, But 
he was as remarkable for his circumspection and 
proiound knowledge of mankind as he was for his 
abilities and virtue; he knew there were such me, 
as Mr. Smith in the world, and he was carefy] not 
to expose his judicial conduct te their SUSPicions 
and censures. 


It results that Mr. Marshall held no United States 
bank stock when he decided the case of McCulloh 
against Maryland. 


The seventeen shares above mentioned were the 
only shares of United States bank stock that Mr. 
Marshall ever held in his own right or had any per. 
sonal interest in, (See No.6.) ButasI hold jt 
incumbent on me to tell the whole truth, I think jt 
proper I should add, Ist. That I find that, some 
time between January and July, 1822, there were 
twenty-five shares transferred to Mr. Marshall, as 
trustee for the widow and heirs of William Marshall, 
and they still stand in his name as trustee. I know 
he had no personal interest in this stock, and he 
never drew but one dividend upon it; all the rest to 
this day, having been drawn by Mr. George Roper, 
who married Mrs. Marshall. 2d, That Mr. Marshal] 
and I were joint executors of the late George Keith 
Taylor, of Petersburg, who directed his executors 
to sell his whole estate, and to invest the proceeds 
in stocks, or otherwise, so as to yield a certain in- 
come for his family; that a sum of money belonging 
to this trust came to my hands in the beginning of 
the year 1819, with a part of which I bought thirty 
shares of the United States bank stock, early in the 
February following, (I find I paid forit on the 11th 
of the month,) after Mr. Marshall had left home to 
attend the supreme court; and that (as my duty re- 
quired I should) I had this stock transferred to him 
and me as executors of Mr. Taylor. He was after- 
wards informed of this inyestment of the trust fund, 
but he had no part in making it, and I alone receiv- 
ed the dividends for Mr. Taylor’s widow and daugh- 
ters. Neither he nor I ever had the least personal 
interest in the stock. I purchased it merely be- 
cause I thought it a judicious investment. When I 
first received your letter, I thought it probable that 
this might be the transaction alluded to by Mr. 
Smith, and immediately referred to my accounts of 
administration to ascertain the exact state of facts 
and the dates. 


You say that Mr. Smith’s statement derives ad- 
ditional importance from the fact that it was made 
upon the authority of a United States senator, now 
representing the state of Virginia; and, in a hasty 
letter T wrote you immediately on the receipt of 
yours, I desired you to inform me who the senator 
was. I hope that either you were mistaken in sup- 
posing that Mr. Smith referred to the authority of 
either of our senators, or that he was mistaken in 
vouching either of them for his author. For, know- 
ing that both of the present senators from Virginia 
were well acquainted with Mr. Marshall, and per- 
fectly understood the spotless integrity of his con- 
duct and character throughout his life, his scrupu- 
lons honor, his unparalleled disinterestedness, the 
elevation of his mind above every low, little, sordid 
consideration, I cannot believe that either of those 
gentlemen can have made such a communication to 
Mr. Smith, which could have had no other purpose 
than to impugn Mr. Marshall’s judicial integrity 
while he was living, or to cast reproach upon his 
memory since he has gone tothe grave. Still, il 
the fact be as you supposed, I desire to knew which 
of the senators Mr. Smith vouched, 


I observe it is said, in the review of Mr. Smith’s 
speech in the Huntsville Southern Advocate of the 
8th inst., that Mr. Smith referred to a report made 
to congress in 1819, for the fact that Mr. Marsball 
owned seventeen shares of United States bank stock 
at the time he pronounced his judgment that the 
charter of the bank was constitutional. I have not 
access to the documents of the time, and it may be 
true that there was such areport. But Mr. Smith 
cught to have known that the fact of a person hold- 
ing bank stock at one date iz no proof that he is @ 
stockholder at another or subsequent date; and I 
must say that it was his duty, before he made such 
an imputation as he is reported to have made upon 
Mr. Marshall, or any body else, to have ascertaine¢ 
(as he easily might) the truth of the fact on which 
he founded the charge. It will be in vain to sy 
that he did not mean to impeach Mr. Marshall’s 1 
tegrity: the imputation was an actual impeachment 
of it, orit had no meaning at ail. 

Even if the fact had been, that Mr. Marshall 
owned seventeen shares of United States bank stock 
at the time he pronounced the judgment of the su- 

reme court, that the charter of the bank was con- 
stitutional, his pecuniary interest in the questior 
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would have been measured by the diiference be- 
tween the value of the stock in case the bank should 
continue in existence, and its value in case the 
bank should be immediately put down. It is to me 
incredible that any fair and candid mind could be- 
lieve that such an interest could sway or bias the 
judgment of any but the basest and most sordid of 
mankind. I have no such personal knowledge of 
Mr. Smith as enables me to judge whether the im- 

utation which he has made upon Mr. Marshall is 
to be attributed to his consciousness of the influence 
of pecuniary interests on his own mind, or to that 
seli-tormenting envy which attends superior virtue 
while living, and sometimes pursues it after death, 
seeking relief from the pain which its fame inflicts 
in the wretched pleasure of detraction, or to politi- 
cal fanaticism, ora belief in the fanaticism of others, 
or to a mere casual indulgence in slang to effect a 
present party purpose, in utter disregard of the du- 
ties of candor, charity, and justice. 

You are at liberty to make what use you please 
of this letter. Yours, with constant regard, 

Bb. W. LEIGH. 
To Dr. M. S. Watkins, Huntsville, Alabama. 


Letter from Mr. Leigh to Dr. M. S. Watkins. 
Richmond, September 11, 1837. 

DeAR sir: A few days after my letter to you of 
the 28th ultimo was despatched, I learned some 
other facts from gen. Harvie, the son-in-law of the 
late chief justice Marshall, which I deem it my 
duty to communicate to you; and I should have 
done so earlier, but I was again obliged to write to 
Philadelphia to get more accurate information 
soon them than gen. Harvie’s memory could sup- 
ply. 

There were ten shares of United States bank 
stock which stood in Mr. Marshall’s name in Janu- 
ary, 1517, which escaped my former research, be- 
cause no trace of them was to be found in the divi- 
dend book of the office of the bank at this place. I 
find that these ten shares were transferred on the 
6th February, 1817—one to Mr. John Goddard, and 
the other nine to gen. Harvie, under a letter of at- 
torney from Mr. Marshall to Mr. Goddard, dated 
and acknowledged, before a notary of this city, on 
the 27th January, 1817. There was, at the same 
time, one share standing in gen. Harvie’s name, 
making, with the nine shares transferred to him by 
Mr. Marshall, ten shares, upon which he drew all 
dividends that accrued from July, 1817, to July, 
1820, both inclusive. He then sold his stock to 
Mr. Temple Gwathmey, and it was at length, on 
the 18th August, 1820, transferred to Messrs. Ro- 
bert and Temple Gwathmey, of this place. So far 
the dividend book of the office of the bank here, the 
transfer book of the bank at Philadelphia, and the 
letters of attorney under which the transfers were 
made, afford certain evidence. I write with the 
certificate of the transfer clerk, and copies of the 
letters of attorney before me; but it is not necessary 
to send them to yon. 

Gen. Harvie tells me he is under the impression 
that the ten shares of stock held by him were not, at 
Jirst, his property; that he, in fact, held them as 
trustee for Mrs. Marshall, the wife of the chief jus- 
tice, who had a kind of separate fund of her own, 
which was invested according to her wishes, and 
disposed of, principal or profits, among her children 
at her pleasure; though, as this separate fund was 
not held by her under any deed of settlement, the 
legal right in it belonged to her husband; that five 
of the ten shares were first given to him (gen. 
Harvie)—that is, he was authorized to dispose of 
them for his own use, and the other five were after- 
wards, in like manner, given to him: that he does 
not remember the precise date of these gifts, but 
he does remember perfectly well that when the last 
five shares were given to him, Mr. Marshall inform- 
ed him (and that, he thinks in a letter from Wash- 
ington), that they were given to him because there 
Was a suit pending in the supreme court in which 
the bank was interested, and he (Mr. Marshall) 
therefore wished to divest himself of all manner of 
interest in the stock of the bank. 

Whatever disposition you shall have made of my 
former letter, make the same of this. Yours. truly, 

B. W. LEIGH. 

To Dr. M. 8S. Watkins, Huntsville, Alu. 

I have read the above letter, and, according to 
my best recollection, the facts as set forth as com- 
ing from me are perfectly correct and true. 

J. B. HARVIE. 
(No. 1.) 
Transfer department, bank United States, 
August 24, 1837. 

! certify, that it appears from the records of this 
Office, that the hon. John Marshall, of Richmond, 
Virginia, was the owner of seventeen shares of the 
8tock of this bank, viz: 


Twelve shares transferred to him on the 4th day 
of April, 1817; 

Five shares transferred to him on the 10th day of 
December, 1817. 

And that the said stock was afterwards transfer- 
red, as follows, to wit: 

Twelve shares on the 8th day of February, 1819, 
by Robert Adams to Thomas Marshall, of the 
county of Fauquier, in the state of Virginia, as 
trustee for the widow and heirs of Wm. Marshall, 
of the state of Virginia, deceased, in virtue of a 
power of attorney to him from the said John Mar- 
shall, dated the 5th February, 1819. 


And five shares on the 26th March, 1819, to 
Thomas P. Cope and Sons, by Thomas P. Cope, 
under a power of attorney to him from the said 
John Marshall, dated the 21st January, 1819. 

The copies of the said powers are hereto annex- 
ed. A. SUMMERS, transfer clerk. 

(No. 2.) 

Know all men by these presents, that I, John 
Marshall, of the city of Richmond, in the state of 
Virginia, now in the city of Washington, and Dis- 
trict of Columbia, do make, constitute, and appoint 
Robert Adams, my true and lawful attorney for me 
and in my name to assign and transfer twelve shares 
of stock standing in my name on the books of the 
bank of the United States, as per certificate No. 
1076; and also thirteen other shares of stock stand- 
ing in my name as executor of the estate of Wm. 
Marshall, of Virginia, deceased, on the books of the 
bank of the United States, as per certificate No. 
5333. The said twenty-five shares to be assigned 
to Thomas Marshall, of the county of Fauquier, in 
the state Virginia, as trustee of the widow and heirs 
of Wim. Marshall, of the state of Virginia, deceased. 
And I hereby empower my said attorney, an attor- 
ney or aterneys under him for that purpose, to 
make and substitute, and do all lawful acts requisite 
for effecting the premises—hereby ratifying all that 
my said attorney, or his substitute or substitutes, 
shall do therein by virtue hereof. In witness 
whereof, I, John Marshall, acting in my own right, 
and as executor of William Marshall, of Virginia, 
deceased, have hereunto set my hand and affixed m 
seal, this 5th day of February, in the year 1819. 

J. MARSHALL, [t. s.] 
In his own right and as executor of William Mar- 
shall, dee’d. 
United States of America, District of Columbia, 
Washington county, ss. 

Be it known, that, on the 5th day of February, 
1819, before me, Samuel Elliot, jr. notary public, 
dwelling in the city of Washington, came John 
Marshall, and acknowledged the annexed letter of 
attorney to be his act and deed. In testimony 
whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my notarial seal, the day and year last aforesasd. 

S. ELLIOT, jr. 


[ Notarial seal.] Notary public. 


(No. 3.) 
United States of America, state of Virginia, to wit: 
Be it known, that on the 21st day of January, in 
the year 1819, before me, William H. Fitzwhylsonn, 
a justice of the peace for the city of Richmond, state 
aforesaid, came John Marshall, below named, and 
acknowledged the following letter of attorney to 
Thomas P. Cope,* to be his act and deed. In tes- 
4imony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, af- 
fixed my seal, the day and vear aforesaid. 
WM. H. FITZWHYLSONN, [t.s.] 
Know all men by these presents, that I, John 
Marshall, of the city of Richmond, do make, consti- 
tute, and appoint Thomas P. Cope,* my true and 
lawful attorney, for me and in my name to assign 
and transfer five shares in the bank of the United 
States, standing in my name on the books of the 
bank, as per certificate No. 3665; with power, also, 
an attorney or attorneys under him for that purpose, 
to make and substitute, and do all lawful acts requi- 
site for effecting the premises; hereby ratifying and 
confirming all that my said attorney or his substi- 
tute or substitutes shall do therein by virtue hereof. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand 
and affixed my seal, the 21st day of January, in the 
year of our Lord 1819. 
J. MARSHALL, [t. s.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of James 
H. Lynch. 
(No. 4.) 
Transfer depariment, bank U. States, 
August 24, 1837. 
I certify that the foregoing are true copies of 
powers of attorney on file in this office. 
A. SUMMERS, transfer clerk. 





[* Note. The name of ‘Thomas P. Cope, both in 
the power of attorney and in the authentication, 
was originally a blank, and Mr. Cope inserted his 





name therein with his own hand. 8. W, Leigh.) 


(No 5.) 

I do hereby certify, that on the 21st day of Janu- 
ary, 1819, I purchased five shares of stock of the 
late bank of the United States, from the late John . 
Marshall, chief justice of the United States, and 
took from him his power of attorney, in blank for 
my own convenience, for the transfer of the same; 
and, at the sare time, gave him my check on the 
bank of Virginia for $500, the price of the stock. 
I advised him, at the same time, not to sell; but he 
assigned as his reason for selling, that he did not 
choose to remain a stockholder in that institution, 
as questions would come before the supreme court 
of the United States in which the bank might be 
concerned. I also find, on referring to my account 
in the bank of Virginia, that I am charged with my 
check for $500, which was carried to the credit of 
judge Marshall, on the same day. 

Given under my hand this 28th of August, 1837. 

JAMES H. LYNCH. 
(No. 6.) 

It appears from the dividend book of the off ce of 
the United States bank at Richmond, that the late 
chief justice Marshall received the dividend of July, 
1817, on twelve shares of the stock of that bank; 
that he received the dividends on seventeen shares 
for January, 1818, July, 1818, and January, 1819; 
his receipt for the last of which bears date the 28d 
January, 1819. He never after received any divi- 
dend here, on any stock held in his own right. 

J. ROBERTSON, cashier, 
Office bank United States. 
Richmond, Aug. 22, 1837. 


We find in the Baltimore Chronicle of the 16th 
the following letters growing out of the above pub- 
lication of Mr. Leigh: 

Baltimore, Sept. 15, 1837. 

Sir: In your paper of this morning, you have 
published a letter from B. W. Leigh, Esq. in answer 
to a speech of Wm. Smith, of Alabama, formerly of 
South Carolina, in whichjudge Marshal! has been 
charged with improper motives, when he had decid- 
ed «That the bank of the United States was consti- 
tutional.” My name being mentioned, I have 


Y | deemed it proper to take some notice of the subject. 


Some weeks past I received from the editor of a 
paper in Alabama, a publication signed William 
Smith, in which I am charged with having been 
under undue influence when I draughted a report 
in 1830 to the senate on the bank of the United 
States—to which I returned an answer, an extract 
from which herewith, you will please to publish, 
and oblige your ob’t serv’t, 5S. SMITH. 

N. Poe, esq. 

“Sir: I received your note of the 6th instant a 
few days since, together with a newspaper, in which 
is a publication of my old acquaintance, judge 
Smith, with whom I had always been on the most 
friendly terms; and I confess that I am not a little 
mortified by bis late publication. It has not been 
my practice to vindicate my public conduct, prefer- 
ring rather to rest on a clear conscience and to 
impartial history for such meed as it may be entiled 
to. 

«<But when my motives on so important an occa- 
sion are impeached by an authority entitled to so 
much respect as is judge Smith, it becomes my duty 
to deviate from that practice. : 

‘He states that a report made by the committee 
on finance of the senate in 1830 was favorable to the 
bank of the United States, and that he and colonel 
King of Alabama, constituting the minority, dissent- 
ed from it; now, this may be true, although I have 
no recollection of such a difference of opinion among 
the members of the committee. But, in regard to 
colonel King, I cannot but believe that the judge is 
in an error, and I amin some degree fortified in the 
opinion, by the fact that, colonel King voted for the 
passage of the charter, when he was a representative 
from North Carolina, and I am not aware of any 
thing that could change his opinion in 1830. 

«He states also that Smith, of Maryland, owned 
fifty shares ef the stock of the bank, standing in his 
own name, and 7008, in that of Smith and Buchanan. 
Now, any person reading his statement would sup- 
pose, that, in the year 1830, when the report was 
made to the senate, I still held that amount of stock; 
for he only refers to a session of congress, and not 
to the month or year when the stock was held by 
me. It is probable that he is correct as to the num- 
ber of shares held by me and my partner in 1819. 
But the inference, injurious to my motives, which 
he means to draw, is erroneous, ‘that in the year 
1830’ I still held that stock, and was consequently 
actuated by selfish influences. The truth is, that 
in that year I did not own a single share of the 
United States bank stock, all that had ever belong- 
ed to me having been transferred to the bank in 





liquidation of debts,” 
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TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 3 

September 14. Mr. Buchanaa presented a remon- 
strance from inhabitants of the city and county of 
Philadelphia, against the annexation of Texas to the 
union. Laid on the table. 

Mr. Webster gave notice that he had received se- 
veral remonstrances of the same kind with that just 
offered, and he deemed it expedient to retain them 
in his possession till the senate should be ready to 
refer them, and act upon them. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported the following bills, which were severally 
read and ordered to a second reading: 

A bill to authorize merchandise to be deposited in 
the public stores, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted, §c. That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, all goods, wares, and merchandise, 
imported into the United States, (except fruits and 
other perishable articles, which shall pay duties in 
cash at the time of entry,) may, at the option of the 
importer, be entered, and the duties thereon then 
paid, or be deposited, at the expense and risk of the 
importer, in such public or other stores as may be 
agreed upon between the importer and the collector, 
or officer of inspection of the revenue for the port 
where said goods, wares, and merchandise may be 
landed; and it shall be the duty of the collector or 
officer, in all cases where goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise are so deposited, to see that they be kept se- 
curely, and under the joint locks of the inspector 
and the importer; and no delivery shall be made of 
such goods, wares, or merchandise, without a per- 
mit in writing, under the hand of the collector and 
naval officer of the port. : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the importer, or assignee, to withdraw, 
at any time, any portion of goods, wares, or mer- 
chandise, deposited as aforesaid, upon payment of 
the duties thereupon in cash, together with such 
storage and other expenses as may have accrued 
thereon. 

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the 
duties on any goods, wares, or merchandise, deposit- 
ed under the provisions of this act, or which shall 
remain unclaimed in the public stores, shall not 
have been paid in the manner aforesaid, at the ex- 

iration of three years from the date of importation, 
it shall be the duty of the collector to cause so much 
of [such] goods, wares, or merchandise, as may be 
necessary, to be sold at public auction; and, retain- 
ing the sums required for the payment of the duties 
which have not been paid, together with the ex- 
penses of safe-keeping and sale of such goods, 
wares, or merchandise, shall return the overplus, if 
any, to the owner, or to his agent or lawful repre- 
sentative. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any 
goods, wares, or merchandise, deposited under the 

rovisions of this act, shall be embezzled or fraudu- 
ently hid, or removed from any store or place 
wherein the same shall have been deposited, they 
shall be forfeited, and the person or persons so em- 
bezzling, hiding, or removing the same, or aiding or 
assisting therein, shall be liable to the same pains 
and penalties as if such goods, wares, or merchan- 
dise had been fraudulently landed without payment 
of duty. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That all goods, 
wares, and merchandise deposited under the provi- 
sions of this act may be transported from the public 
warehouse, or such stores as may be occupied for 
public use in one district to those in another district, 
under such safe regulations as the secretary of the 
treasury may prescribe. 

Sec, 6. And be it further enacted, That no goods, 
wares, or merchandise deposited under this act shall 
be taken or delivered from the public stores for con- 
sumption or for exportation, except upon due entry at 
the custom house, and under care of some aor 
officer of the customs, and upon payment of the full 
amount of duties, when not immediately exported: 
Provided, however, That goods may be taken out or 
delivered for the purpose of transportation, from the 
public warehouses in one district to those of any 
other district, as allowed in the 5th section of this 
act, without the payment of the duty thereon at the 
time of removal: Provided, also, That, in all such 
cases, twenty-four hours’ previous notice shall be 
given in writing to the collector, with a specific 
description of the goods intended to be transported, 
with the name of the vessel or vessels in which 
they were imported. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no draw- 
back of the duties shall be allowed on the exporta- 

ion of any goods, wares, or merchandise, which 
vy have been deposited under the provisions of 
act, in the public stores, and > gap | with- 

n therefrom, and the duties then paid; but the 

if desiring to be relieved from the payment 

‘, must export the goods at the time of their 


withdrawal from the public stores, in the manner 
before provided. : | 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury be, and he ia hereby, authorized 
to make such rules and regulations as may be ne- 
cessary to carry this act into effect; and that all acts, 
or parts of acts, contrary to the provisions of this 
act, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

A billimposing additional duties as depositories, in 

certain cases on public officers. 

| Be it enacted by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That the treasurer of the United States, 
the treasurers of the mint and its branches, all coi- 
lectors of the customs, and surveyors acting in that 
capacity, all receivers of public money, and postmas- 
ters, be, and they are hereby, required to keep safely, 
without loaning or using, all the public money col- 
lected by them, or otherwise at any time placed in 
their possession, till the same is ordered by the proper 
department to be transferred or paid out; in which 
cases, the transfers and payments shall be faithfully 
made by them as directed, and all other duties per- 
formed as fiscal agents, which may be imposed by 
this or former acts of congress, or by any regula- 
tion of the treasury department made in conformity 
thereto. , 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and others having public 
money to pay over, and all patentees wishing to 
make payment to the United States, may make the 
same to the treasurer in this city, or to the mint and 
its branches, when near or convenient; and, when 
not, may deposite the same with such collector, re- 
ceiver, or other depository, as may be more conve- 
niently situated, and may be selected for that pur- 
pose by the secretary of the treasury. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the public money in the possession of any deposito- 
rv, by collection, transfer, or payment, shall be 
inconveniently situated for public use, or shall ac- 
cumulate so as toexceed the amountof the existing 
bond of any such officer, any part of it, or the ex- 
cess (as the case may be) shalleither be drawn out 
for payments, or be transferred elsewhere to some 
other depository; or the secretary of the treasury 
shall require such additional security as may be 
considered proper and safe; and in the mean time, 
bonds, new and suitable -in their terms, shall in all 
cases, at as early a day as possible after the passage 
of this act, be required of all depositories, in such 
sums and form as may be deemed reasonable and 
secure by the solicitor of the treasury, for the per- 
formance of all the duties required under the same 
or any previous laws. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers, respectively, may be allowed any necessary 
additional expenses for clerks, fire-proof chests, or 
vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe-keeping, 
transferring, and disbursing said moneys; all such 
expenses, of every character, to be first expressly 
authorized by the secretary of the treasury, whose 
directions upon all the above subjects, by way of 
regulation and otherwise, are to be strictly followed 
by all the said officers. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to cause examinations to be made of the 
books, accounts, and money on hand, of the several 
officers charged by this act with the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys; 
and for that purpose to appoint special agents, as 
occasion may require, with such reasonable com- 
pensation as he may allow, to be fixed and declared 
at the time of each appointment; which said exam- 
inations, in all cases where the sum on hand usually 
exceeds three-fourths of the amount of the officer’s 
bond, shall not be made less,frequently than once in 
each year, and as much more frequently, in those 
and all other cases, as the secretary, in his discre- 
tion, shall direct. The agents selected to make 
these examinations shall be instructed to examine 
as well the books, accounts, and returns of the offi- 
cer, as the money on hand, and the manner of its 
being kept, to the end that uniformity and accuracy 
in the accounts, as well as safety to the public mo- 
neys, may be secured thereby. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, as a further guard over the public 
moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval officer 
and surveyor, as a check upon the collector of the 
customs of their respective districts; of each register 





of a land office, as a check upon the receiver of his 
land office; and of the director and superintendent | 
of each mint and branch mint, as a check upon the | 
treasurers, respectively, of the said mints, at the 
close of each quarter of the year, and as much more 
frequently as they shall be directed to do so by the 
secretary of the treasury, to examine the books, 











. ee a 
tors, receivers, and treasurers, and to make a ful] 
accurate, and faithful return to the treasury depa t. 
ment of their condition. ae 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the secre 
tary of the treasury shall, with as much expeditio, 
as the convenience of the public business " 
safety of the public funds will permit, withdraw th 
balances remaining with the late and present " 
positories of the public moneys, and confine the 
safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of those 
moneys to the depositories established by this act. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, for the 
payment of the expenses authorized by this act, q 
sufficient sum be, and the same is hereby, appropri. 
ated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. ’ 


Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all officers | 


hep tee by this act with the safe-keeping, transfor 
and disbursement of the public money, are hereby 
required to keep an accurate entry of each sum re. 
ceived, and of the kind of money in which it js ye. 
ceived, and of each payment or transfer, and of the 


kind of currency in which they are made; and that | 


if any one of the said officers shall convert to his 
own use, in any way whatsoever, or shall use by 


way of investment in any kind of property or mer- 
chandise, or shall loan with or without interest, any | 
portion of the public moneys entrusted to him {or | 


safe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the 
said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, in- 


vested, used, or loaned, which is hereby declared to ‘ 


be a high misdemeanor; and any officer or person 


convicted thereof before any court of the United | 
States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced | 


to imprisonment for a term of not less than two, nor 
more than five, years, and to a fine equal to the 
amount of the money embezzled. 


A bill to revoke the charters of such banks, in the Dis- 


trict of Columbia, as shall not resume specie pay- 


ments within a limited time, and to suppress the | 


circulation of small notes therein. 

Be tt enacted by the senate und house of representa- 
tives of the United States of America in congress as- 
sembled, That all penalties imposed on the banks in 
the District of Columbia, by their charters, or other- 
wise, for a suspension of specie payinents, be re- 
mitted: Provided, They resume specie payments 


for all their bills under ten dollars within sixty days, | 
and of all others within six months from the passing | 
of this act: And provided, also, That the said banks, | 
within thirty days from the passing of this act, shall | 
cease to pay out the notes, bills, or obligations of | 


any corporation, company, or individual, which 
shall not redeem the same, on demand, in specie: 


And provided, further, That the said banks shall | 


forthwith cease te receive in payment, or on depo- 
site, or to pay out, any note, bill, or obligation, is- 


sued by any other bank, or by any corporation, | 


company, or individual, of a less denomination than 
five dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any of 
said banks shall fail to comply with the conditions 
specified in the foregoing section of this act, the 
charters thereof shall be revoked; and it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury to appoint 
three commissioners for liquidating and settling the 
accounts and affairs thereof, and st:ch prosecutions 
shall be instituted by the district attorney of this 
district, for any violation of their obligations to the 
government and the community, as the facts and 
the law applicable to the case may render proper, 
beyond what is contained in the provisions of their 
charters andin thisact: Provided. nevertheless, That 
the remedies against said banks, for their liabilities 
and debts, given in their charters, shall remain in 
full force and effect against the property, money, 
credits, and effects thereof,in the hands of the com- 
missioners appointed to liquidate their affairs. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That after the 
expiration of thirty days from the passage of this 
act, it shall be unlawful for any individual, cow- 
pany, or corporation, to issue, pass, or to offer to 
pass, within the District of Columbia, any note, 
check, draft, bank bill, or any other paper currency, 
of a less denomination than five dollars; and if any 
person or corporation shall violate the provisions Oi 
this section, the person so offending, or, in case of 
any corporation so offending, the officers of any 
such corporation for the time being, shall be liable 
to indictment by the grand jury of the county within 
the district where the offence shall have been com 
mitted; and the person so offending, or the office's 
of the corporation so offending, shall, on conviction 
thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding fifty dollars, 
at the discretion of the court, for every offence: 
one-half of said fine shall be paid to the prosecutor, 
the other half shall be for the use of the county 
where the offence shall have been committed; and 
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poration, shall also be liable to pay the amount of 
any note, bill, check, draft, or other paper constitut- 
ing part of such currency, to any holder thereof, 
with all costs incident to the protest and legal col- 
jection thereof, with fifty per cent. damages for non- 

ayment on demand, to be recovered by action 
summarily and without delay, and with a right of 
immediate discovery on oath, in all cases where the 
defendant shall deny the issuing, or passing, or at- 

tempting to pass, the note, bill, check, aft, or 
other paper in question; and in case of judgment for 
the plaintiff, execution thereon shall be had forth- 
with; and it shall be the duty of the district attor- 
ney of the District of Columbia to commence prose- 
cutions against all persons and every corporation 
offending against this section, of which he shall 
have knowledge or probable information; and, in 
case of corporations, the prosecution shall be against 
the president, or any director or cashier thereof, 
for the time being; and it shall be the duty of the 
grand jurors to present all such offences of which 
they shall have knowledge or probable information; 
and that no member of a grand jury shall be igno- 
rant of his duty in this particular, it shall be the 
duty of the court having cognizance of all offences 
against this section to give the same in charge to 
the grand juries, at the commencement of the first 
term after the passage of this act. 

Mr. Hubbard offered the following resolution, 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved, That after this day the daily meeting 
of the senate shall be at ten o’clock, instead of 
twelve, till otherwise ordered. 

The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
special order, the bill to postpone the payment of 
the fourth instalment of the deposites with the states. 

Mr. Rives said he understood that this day the 
committee on finance expected to make a full re- 
port on the subjects which had been referred to 
them. But there was one subject most interesting 
to the country, on which they had not reported at 
all; they had reported no bill to designate the kinds 
of funds in which the public dues are to be receiv- 
ed. As Mr. R. had understood it to be the general 
sense of the senate, that no action should be had on 
any measure till all should be reported, he would 
now move that the senate adjourn. 

Mr. Wright said the committee on finance had 
taken up the message of the president, and the re- 
port of the secretary of the treasury, had given them 
a full consideration, and had now reported all the 
measures which they proposed to report, or which 
they deemed it their duty to report. They had 
considered the subject mentioned by the senator 
from Virginia, and had concluded to let the law on 
that subject remain as it is. 

Mr. Rives said, that not having an opportunity to 
know the views of the committee, he had taken it 
for granted that they would report on every subject 
embraced in the message and treasury report, both 
of which, he believed, had suggested that it ought 
to be determined in what kinds of funds the revenue 
should be collected. It was now announced by the 
chairman that no communication from the commit- 
tee would be made on the subject. Mr. R. would 
therefore proceed on the assumption that the com- 
mittee intended to leave the laws on that subject as 
they now are; and, that being the case, and Mr. R. 
believing that all the measures proposed and to be 
proposed would have a mutual bearing and depend- 
ence on each other; and believing it to be infinitely 
more important to the country that what congress 
shonld do should be well done, rather than done 
quickly, Mr. R. moved that when the senate ad- 
journed it should adjourn to meet on Monday next, 
that all the bills reported on the subject might be 
examined, compared, and carefully considered by 
members before the senate came to act on them. 
Mr. R. said it was as inconvenient for him to re- 
main here, as it would be for any one; but whatever 
the inconvenience, he preferred that all measures 
should be duly and amply considered. 

Mr. Niles adverted to the fact that they were now 
on the second week of the session, which was ex- 
pected to continue but a few weeks in all, and they 
had yet made no progress. He commended highly 
the diligence and expedition of the committee on 
finance, and he had heard with much surprise a pro- 
Position of delay in the senate. He thought it 
would serve still more to unsettle the public mind; 
and he could not answer it to his constituents to 
agree to any delay. 

Mr. Wright said it was but justice to himself and 
the committee to say, that it was not their purpose 
to press any measure unkindly, unnecessarily, or 
prematurely upon the senate. And even if such 
had been their disposition, it was not in their power. 
But Mr. W. had been requested by the members of 
the committee to say that the committee had already 
reported all that they expected to report onthe sub- 
ject. The committee had had free and ful! consul- 





tations with the secretary of the treasury on the 
subjects referred to in the message and the report, 
and had now submitted to the senate all the mea- 
sures which it appeared to them proper to propose. 
The facts before them showed a high necessity of 
speedy action, on the two first bills at least, with 
which the latter bills had no intimate connexion. 
Mr. W. would, therefore, ask that the first (the 
postponement of the deposite) bill might be consi- 
dered this morning, and to this effect several sena- 
tors had expressed to him their wishes. Under 
these evidences of such a disposition in the body, 
no one could suppose that he (Mr. W.) had any de- 
sire unkindly to press the action of the senate on 
sp. Pte et 

r. Rives said he did not attribute any unkind- 
ness to the senator. He knew too well his accus- 
tomed parliamentary courtesy to suspect him of 
such a disposition. But that honorable member, 
as well as the honorable member frum Connecticut, 
must perceive, that there were other members 
whose situation was materially different from theirs. 
They from the first had free access to al] the docu- 
ments on the subject, and the advantage of free 
communication with the head of the treasury depart- 
ment. 
bers, and it was not so with himself. He and others 
had not been aware of the character of the presi- 
dent’s message, till it was communicated; anf they 
had not prepared themselves to act on an assump- 
tion of what it might be. Mr. R. therefore now 
asked the privilege of time to consider the subject 
for himself; and not for the purpose, as had been in- 
timated by the senator from Connecticut, of private 
consultation. Mr. R. was determined to act on his 
own responsibility, without private consultation; 
and if there had been, or was to be, any such con- 
sultation, it was not by him. The expectations of 
the constituents of the senator from Connecticut 
were different from those of Mr. R.’s constituents, 
that they should merely set the machine of govern- 
ment in operation, and then go home. Mr. R. was 
not sent here for the relief of the government mere- 
ly, but for the relief of the people first; and especi- 
ally Mr. R. did not wish to cast the slightest re- 
proach on the commi:tee on finance, but they would 
permit him to say that he did not perceive in the 
measures which the committee had proposed, any 
thing to relieve the sufferings of the community. 
They were merely convenient for the government, 
and were so farimportant. But Mr. R. felt bound to 
his constituents to provide some remedy, if any 
could be found, for their distresses, and those of the 
community at large; and there was one which Mr. 
R. thought very obvious. Restore but confidence 
through the country, and it would again at once be 
erect and prosperous. But where was any thing 
from the committee that could have any such ten- 
dency? 

Such a measure Mr. R. was desirous to see; and 
if it should appear from no other quarter, he would 
take it upon himself, humble as he was, to offer 
some measure having a tendency to produce that 
result, and relieve the distresses of his bleeding 
country. Gentlemen had compared the economy 
of a short session with the great interests of the 
country. But Mr. R. thought if economy alone 
were to be considered, it would be more economical 
and save the mileage of a double session, to hold 
but one session instead of two, and to go at once 
upon the general business of the nation. Mr. R. 
had no disposition to remain here; his private inte- 
rests demanded that he should be at home. But he 
would sacrifice every such interest, and every per- 
sonal convenience on the altar of his country. Now, 
if ever, was the time to restore confidence; and now, 
while the elements of national relief and prosperity 
were lying dormant before them, and only requiring 
the breath of congress to put them in action, he 
called upon gentlemen not merely to think of pro- 
viding facility for the operations of government, but 
to look to the great interests of the people. 

Mr. R. believed something might be done for the 
good of the community. If the government could 
do harm, it could also do good. e meant no re- 
proaches—all governments were capable of doing 
harm, as well as good, and it was peculiarly incum- 
bent on ours, at the present crisis, to do what it 
could for the good of the country, and to the full 
extent of its power. But they ought not to act on 
trust. However others might act, Mr. R. could 
not act, to his satisfaction, without examination by 
himself. He repeated, that he deemed it infinitely 
more important for them to act well than hastily. 
He might not be so happy as to comprehend these 
subjects as readily as others; but he deeply felt their 
importance, both to the present welfare, and to all 
the future destinies of the country. 

Whether the session should be long or short; 
whether continued to the next or not; depended on 
the wisdom and responsibility of congress. 


But such was not the case with all the mem-, 





But if 


these great and important subjects could not be well 
and deliberately disposed of before the first of De- 
cember, Mr. R. would, by all means, remain; and 
he felt now ready to take the oath of the members 
of the French convention, not to disperse till the 
country should be relieved. As yet, Mr. R. had 
not seen one measure proposed for this purpose. 

Mr. Calhoun was understood to say that no one 
was more deeply impressed, than he, with the diffi- 
culty and danger of the present emergency. Of 
the many difficult scenes through which the country 
had passed in the last twenty-five th this was 
by far the most difficult. Seeing and believing this, 
Mr. C. was here to do his duty, regardless of all 
other considerations. Hemade afew more remarks, 
as to the remedies proposed, and those which it is 
best to adopt; the most significant and important 

arts of which were uttered too low to be distinctly 

eard by the reporter. He urged with much earn- 
estness the importance of acting with promptitude 
and boldness. 

Mr. Webster said he felt himself bound, in pur- 
suance of his pledge, to give as early an opportuni- 
ty of considering the measures proposed by the 
committee on finance as was consistent with consi- 
derate legislative deliberation. That which go- 
verned him in this case, to a great degree, was the 
apprehension which he felt, (perhaps it might be 
erroneous and unfounded,) that no measures were 
likely to be offered to congress, under the recom- 
mendation of the message or treasury report, which 
would meet with his approbation. 

In the mean time, Mr. Webster was as ready as 
the senator from Virginia (Mr. Rives,) to stay here 
till May next, if necessary; but whatever procrasti- 
nation was indulged in here, was a protraction of 
the evil oppressing the country. He hoped, there- 
fore, the senator from Virginia would agree to con- 
sent that the measure first proposed by the commit- 
tee be now brought before the senate, and be now 
examined, because there are other measures depend- 
ent upon it. The first step, as it seemed to him 
(Mr. W.) the most proper to be decided upon was, 
whether the payment of the fourth instalment 
should be postponed, because the period was now 
near at hand when this instalment was to have been 
paid. This question ought to be settled one way 
or the other. They were bound, in consideration 
of the great suffering and distress now oppressing 
the country, to make trial of some measures. 

Mr. Rives said, that as it appeared to him there 
was a disposition in the senate to take up this hill, 
and as he understood the senator from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Webster) felt a personal interest in its 
immediate consideration—intending to deliver his 
sentiments on it to-day—he (Mr. R.) would with- 
draw his motion. It was, however, his decided 
opinion that the action demanded of them on all 
these measures was not simply and merely to put 
the government in motion again, but to provide ef- 
fectual and immediate relief for the people in pre- 
ference to affording aid, in the first place, to govern- 
ment. This object he (Mr. R.) thought not very 
likely to be promoted by taking up this bill—but, 
in compliance with the general opinion of the sen- 
ate, he should withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Webster rose, and said that the importance 
of the present crisis, and the urgency of this occa- 
sion was such as to lead him earnestly to desire 
that some measures of adequate relief might come 
from the quarter which alone had the power to ef- 
fect any thing, by the majority it commanded. 
Much as I differ from them, (said Mr. W.) I would 
be glad to accept any measure of substantial relief 
which they might bring forward. I think, sir, I 
see such a necessity for relief as never before, with- 
in my recollection, has existed in this country, and 
I regret to be obliged to say that the measures pro- 
posed by the president, in his message to congress, 
and reiterated by the secretary of the treasury, in 
his report to the same body, only regard one object, 
and are, in their tendency, only directed to one 
branch of partial relief. The evils, however, un. 
der which the community now suffers, (said Mr. 
W.) though related, and of the same family, are yet 
capable of distinct consideration. Inthe first place, 
there are the wants of the treasury, arising from the 
stoppage of payments and the falling off of the re- 
venue. This is an exigency requiring the con- 
sideration of congress; it is an evil threatening 
to suspend the functions of at least one depart- 
ment of the government, unless it be reme- 
died. Another, and a greater evil is, the prostra- 
tion of eredit, the interruption brought upon all 
business transactions, arising from the suspension 
of all the local banks throughout the country, 
with some few and trifling exceptions. Hence 
has proceeded a prostration of the local currency, 
and a serious obstruction and difficulty thrown In 
the way of buying and sellirg. A third want is, 
the want of an accredited paper meaium, equal ta 
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specie, having equal credit over all parts of the 
country, capable of serving for the payment of 
debts and carrying on the internal business of the 
country throughout and between the different and 
distant sections of this great union. These three 
evils, though they are coexistent and cognate in 
their being, cannot be met by the same measures of 
relief; if relief is given to the one, it does not fol- 
low that you wili relieve the others; if you replen- 
ish the treasury, and thus bring a remedy to that 
evil, this brings no relief to the disordered currency. 
And again: if the local currency is relieved, it does 
not supply the other want, nainely, that of a uni- 
versally accredited medium, 

It has, no doubt, struck the country generally 
that the most important objection to the message 
is, that it says nothing about relief to the country, 
directly and mainly; the whole amount of the pro- 
position it contains relates to the government it- 
self; the interest of the community is treated as 
collateral, incidental, and contingent. So in the 
communication made by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, the state of the currency, the condition in 
which the commerce and trade of the country now 
are, is not looked at as a prominent and material 
object. The secretary’s report, as well as the mes- 
sage itself, exclusively regards the interest of the 
government, forgetting, or passing by the people. 
The outpourings of the secretary, which are very 
considerable in quantity, are under seven heads, the 
exact number of the seven vials of which we read; 
_ but the contents of none of these is concocted or 
prepared in reference to the benefit of the commnu- 
nity; all the medicine is intended for the govern- 
ment treasury, and there is none for the sickness 
and disease of society, except collaterally, remote- 
ly, and by-the-by. It is, however, to the credit of 
the president that he has given, in an unequivocal 
and intelligible manner, his reasons for not recom- 
mending a plan for the relief of the country, and 
they are that, according to his view, it is not with- 
in the constitutional province of government. I 
confess (said Mr. W.) this declaration is to me 
quite astounding, and I cannot but think that, when 
it comes to be considered, it will produce a shock 
upon the whole country. This avowed disregard 
of the public distress, upon the ground of alleged 
want of power; this exclusive concern for the inter- 
est of government and revenue; this broad line of 
distinction now, for the first time, drawn between 
the interests of the government and the interests of 
the people, must oper present a new era in our 
politics. For one, (said Mr. W.) I consider go- 
vernment as but a mere agency; it acts not for 
itself, but for the country; the whole end and de- 
sigu of its being is to promote the general interests 
of the community. Peculiar interests, selfish in- 
terests, exclusive regard for itself, are wholly in- 
compatible with the objects of its institution, and 
convert it from its true character as an agency for 
the people, into a separate dominant power, with 
purposes and objects exclusively its own. 

Holding, Mr. President. opinions on this subject, 
and being prepared to stand by and maintain them, 
I ain certainly rejoiced at the clear gy which the 
question has at last assumed. Now, he that runs 
may read; there are none but can see what the 
question is: is there any duty incumbent on this 
government to superintend the actual currency of 
the country? has it any thing to do beyond the re- 
gulation of the gold and silver coin? In that state 
of mixed currency which existed when the consti- 
tution was formed, and which has existed ever 
since, is it or is it not a part of the duty of the 
government to exercise a supervisory care and con- 
cern over that which constitutes by far the greater 
part of that currency? 

In other words, may this government abandon to 
the states and to the local banks, without control or 
supervision, the unrestrained issue of paper for cir- 
culation, without any attempt on its part to estab- 
lish a paper medium which shall be equivalent to 
specie, and universally accredited all over the coun- 
trv? Or, Mr. President, to put the question in still 
other words, since this government has the regu- 
lation of trade, not only between the United States 
and foreign states, but between the several states 
themselves, has it nevertheless no power over that 
which is the most important and essential agent or 
instrument of trade, the actual circulating medium? 
Now, Mr. President, on these questions, as already 
said, I entertain sentimeuts wholly different from 
those which the message expresses. 

It is, (said Mr. W.), in my view, an imperative 
duty imposed upon this government by the consti- 
tution, to exercise a supervisory care and control 
over all that isin the country assuming the nature 
of a currency, whether it be metal or whether it be 
paper; all the coinage of the country is placed in 
the power of the federal government; no state, by 
its stamp, can give value to a brass farthing. The 





ower to regulate trade and commerce between the 

nited States and foreign or Indian nations, and 
also between the respective states themselves, is 
expressly conferred by the constitution upon the 
general government. ow, itis clear that the pow- 
er to regulate commerce between the states carries 
with it, not impliedly, but necessarily and directly, 
a full power of regulating the essential element of 
commerce, viz: the currency of the country, the 
money, which coustitutes the life and soul of com- 
merce. We live in an age when paper money is 
an essential element in all trade between the states; 
its use is inseparably connected with all commer- 
cial transactions. ‘That it is so, is now evident, 
since by the suspension of those institutions from 
which this kind of money emanates, all business 
is comparatively at a stand. Now, sir, (said Mr. 
W.) what I maintain is simply this, that it surely 
is the duty of some body to take care of the cur- 
rency of the country; it is a duty imposed upon 
some power in this country, as is done in every 
other civilized nation in the world. 

I repeat, sir, that it is the duty of some govern- 
ment or other to supervise the currency. Surely 
if we have a paper medium in the country, it ought 
only to exist under the sanction and supervision of 
the government of the country. Now, sir, if the 
general government does not exercise this supervi- 
sion, who else, I should like to know, is to do it? 
Who supposes that it belongs to any of the state 
governments, for example, to provide for or regu- 
late the currency between New Orleans and New 
York? 

The idea has been thrown out that it is not the 
duty of the government to make provision for do- 
mestic exchanges, and the practice of other go- 
vernments has been referred to; but, I think, in this 
particular a great mistake has been committed. It 
is certainly far otherwise in England: she provides 
jor them most admirably, though by means not per- 
haps altogether in our power: she and other nations, 
however, provide for them, and it is plain aud ob- 
vious that if we are to have a paper medium of 
general credit in this country, it must be under the 
sanction and supervision of the government. Such 
a currency is itself a proper provision for exchanges. 
If there be a paper medium always equivalent to 
coin, and of equal credit in every part of the coun- 
try, this itself becomes a most important instru- 
ment of exchange. Currency and exchange thus 
become united; in providing for one, government 
provides for the other. If the government will do 
its duty on the great subject of the currency, the 
mercantile and industrious classes will feel the 
benefit through all the operations of exchange. 
No doubt some modes of establishing such a cur- 
rency may be more favorable to exchange than 
others; but by whatever mode established, sucha 
currency must be useful to a great extent. The 
question, therefore, comes to this, whether we are 
to have such a medium. I understand there are 
gentlemen who are opposed to all paper money, 
who would have no medium whatever in circulation 
but gold and silver; now this, at all events, is an 
intelligible proposition; but as to those who say 
that there may be a paper medium, and yet that 
there shall be no such medium universally receiva- 
ble, and of general credit, however honest the pur- 
poses of such gentlemen may be, I cannot perceive 
the sanity of such views; I cannot comprehend the 
utility of their intentions; I can have no faith, sir, 
in any such systems. Now I would ask this plain 
question, whether any one imagines that all the 
duty of government, in respect to the currency, is 
comprised in merely taking care that the gold and 
silver coin be not debased? If this be all its duty, 
that duty is performed, for there is no debasement 
of them, they are good and sound; if this is all the 
duty of governinent, it has done its duty; but if 
government is bound to regulate commerce and 
trade, and, consequently, to exercise oversight and 
care over that which is the essential element of all 
the transactions of commerce, then government has 
done nothing. 

I shall not, however, (said Mr. W.) enter into 
this question to-day, nor perhaps on any early oc- 
casion; my opinions upon it are all well known, and 
I leave it with great confidence to the judgment of 
the country, only expressing my strong conviction 
that until the people do make up their minds, and 
cause the result of their conclusions to be carried 
into effect by their representatives, there will be 
nothing but agitation and uncertainty, confusion 
and distress, in the commerce and trade of the 
country. 

I shall now (continued Mr. W.) confine myself 
to a few remarks on the bill before us, and not de- 
tain the senate longer than will be strictly necessa- 
ry to give a plain statement of my opinion. | 

This measure is proposed in order to provide for 


—== 
a necessary object, but the question is whether thi, 
bili is the proper mode of making such a provisio), 
I do not think it is, though others may think difjey. 
ently: if thisis indeed the best mode, I should Wish 
to see it carried into execution, for relief js Wanted 
both by the treasury and by the country—but firs} 
and chiefly by the country. 
I do not say that by the law providing for this 
deposite, the states have any fixed right to it; 7 
prefer to put the matter entirely on the footing of 
convenience and expediency; and when it is con. 
sidered what expectations have been raised—that 
this money has even been already disposed of jp 
advance by the several states for difierent purposes 
such as internal improvements, education, and other 
great objects—it becomes a question of expediency 
whether it would not be better to supply the wants 
of the treasury by other means. 
Another consideration of great importance in my 
view is this: There are already many disturbin 
causes in operation, agitating the transactions of 
society in all the various ramifications of business 
and commerce. Now, I would ask, sir, is it aq. 
visable, is it wise, is it even politic, to introduce, at 
such a time as this, another great disturbing cause, 
producing a reversed action, altering the destiny of 
this money, overthrowing contracts now entered 
into, disappointing expectations raised, disturbing, 
unsettling, and deranging still more the already de- 
ranged business transactions of the whole country? 
I would ask, is it worth while to do this? I think 
not. 

We are to consider that this money, according to 
the provisions of the existing law, is to go equally 
among all the states,and among all the people; and 
the wants oi the treasury must be supplied, if sup- 
plies be necessary, equally by all the people. It is 
not a question, therefore, whether some shall have 
money and others shall make good the deficiency? 
All partake in the distribution, and all will contri- 
bute to the supply. So that it is a mere question 
of convenience, and in my opinion, it is decidedly 
most convenient on all accounts that this instal- 
ment should follow its present destination, and the 
necessities of the treasury be provided for by other 
means. 

Again, if you pass this bill, what is it? It is mere 
brutum fulmen; of itself it will not produce any 
good if you do pass it. AJl admit there is no mo- 
ney, therefore the bill will give no relief to the 
treasury. This bill, Mr. President, will not pio- 
duce to the secretary one dollar; he acknowledges 
himself that at all events it will not produce him 
many, for he says he wants other aid, and he has 
applied to congress for an issue of some millions in 
treasury notes. He gets the money, therefore, just 
as well without this bill as with it; the bill itself, 
then, is unnecessary, depriving the states of a sum 
which the secretary cannot avail himself of, and 
which sum, notwithstanding this bill, he proposes 
to supply by an issue of government notes. 

He calls this collateral aid to the measure of post- 
ponement; but this evidently reverses the order of 
things, for the treasury notes are his main reliance; 
to them only he looks for immediate relief, and this 
instalment new to be withheld is (as a productive 
source of revenue) only subsequent and collateral 
to the issue of the notes. 

But now, sir, what sort of notes does the secre- 
tary propose to issue? He proposes, sir, to issue 
treasury notes of small denominations, down even 
as low as twenty dollars, not bearing interest, and 
redeemable at no fixed period; they are to be receiv- 
ed in debts due td government, but are not other- 
wise to be paid until at some indefinite time there 
shall be a certain surplus in the treasury beyond 
what the secretary may think its wants require. 
Now, sir, this is plain, authentic, statutable paper 
money; it is exactly a new emission of old conti- 
nental. If the genius of the old confederation were 
now to rise up in the midst of us, he could not fur- 
nish us, from the abundant stores of his recollection, 
with a more perfect model of paper money. lt 
carries no interest, it has no fixed time of payment, 
it is to circulate as currency, atid it is to circulate 
on the credit of government alene, with no fixed 
period of redemption! If this be not paper money, 
pray, sir, what is it? And, sir, who expected this? 
Who expected that in the fifth year of the EXPER- 
IMENT FOR REFORMING THE CURREN- 
CY, and bringing it to an absolute gold and silver 
circulation, the treasury department would be fonnd 
recommending to us a tegular emission of PAPER 
MONEY? This, sir, is quite new in the history of 
this government; it belongs to that of the confede- 
ration which has passed away. 

Since 1789, although we had issued treasury notes 
on sundry occasions, we had issued none like these; 
that is to say, we have issued none not bearing !?- 
terest, intended for circulation, and with no fixed 
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resident, that the committee have not ied the 
secretary's recommendation, and that they have re- 
commended the issve of treasury notes of a descrip- 
tion more conformable to the practice of the govern- 
nt. 
mt think, (said Mr. W.) there are ways by which 
the deposites with the states might be paid by the 
funds in the banks; there are large sums on depo- 
osite in some of the states, and an arrangement 
night be made for the states to receive the notes of 
their own banks in payment of this instalment, 
while the treasury is at the same time relieved by 
‘ts own measure, and all the inconvenience, disap- 
ointment, and disturbance which this bill will ne- 
cessarily create, wuuld be avoided. At any rate, 
the payment of this deposite could do no more than 
in sone measure to increase the amount of trea- 
sury notes necessary to be issued; it is a question of 
quantity merely. Much of the instalment, I be- 
lieve, might be paid by judicious arrangements, out 
of those funds now in the banks, which the secreta- 
ry cannot use for other purposes, so that the whole 
might be provided for, by no great augmentation 
of the proposed amount of treasury notes. I am, 
therefore, of opinion that this instalment should not 
be withheld: Ist. Because the withholding of it will 
produce great inconvenience to the states and to 
the people. 2d. Because provision may be made 
for paying it without any large addition to the sum 
which it is proposed to raise, and which, at all 
events, must be raised for the use of the treasury. 

In relation to the general subjects of the message, 
there is one thing which I intended to have said, 
but have omitted; it is this. We have seen the de- 
claration of the president, in which he says that he 
refrains from suggesting any specific plan for the 
regulation of the exchanges of the country, and for 
relieving mercantile embarrassments, or for inter- 
fering with the ordinary operation of foreign or do- 
mestic commerce; and that he does this from a con- 
viction that such measures are not within the con- 
stitutional province of the general government; and 
yet he has made a recommendation to congress 
which appears to me to be very remarkable, and it is 
ofa measure which he thinks may prove a salutary 
remedy against a depreciated paper currency. This 
ieasure is neither more nor less than a bankrupt 
law against corporations and other bankers. 

Now, Mr. President, it is certainly true that the 
constitution authorizes congress to establish uni- 
form rules on the subject of bankruptcies; but it is 
equally true, and abundantly manifest, that this 
power was not granted with any reference to curren- 
cy questions. It isa general power—a power to 
make uniform rules on the subject. Howis it possi- 
ble that such a power can be fairly exercised by 
seizing on corporations and bankers, but excluding 
all the other usual subjects of bankrupt laws? Be- 
sides, do such laws ordinarily extend to corpora- 
tions at all? But suppose they might be so exten- 
ded, by a bankrupt law enacted for the usual 
purposes contemplated by such laws, how can a 
law be defended which embraces them and bankers 
alone? I should like to hear what the learned gen- 
tleman at the head of the judiciary committee, to 
whom the subject is referred, has to say upon it. 
How does the president’s suggestion conform to 
his notions of the constitution? The object of bank- 
It is 
simply to distribute the effects of insolvent debtors 
among their creditors: and I must say, it strikes me 
that it would be a great perversion of the power 
conferred on congress, to exercise it upon corpora- 
tions and bankers, with the leading and primary 
object of remedying a depreciated paper currency. 

And this appears the more extraordinary, inas- 
much as the president is of opinion that the general 
subject of the currency is not within our province. 
Bankruptcy, in its common and just meaning, is 
within our province. Currency, says the message, 
Shot. But we have a bankruptcy power in the 
Constitution, and we will use this power, not for 
bankruptey, indeed, but for currency. This, I con- 
less, sir, appears to me to be the short statement of 
the matter. I would not do the message, or its au- 
thor, any intentional injustice, nor create any appa- 
tent where there was nota real inconsistency; but I 
clare, in all sincerity, that I cannot reconcile the 
Proposed use of the bankrupt power with those 
*inlons of the message whieh respect the authority 
of congress over the currency of the country. 

Mr. Wright said hé should confine the few remarks 
Walch he should make, to the bill before thera, and 
'N reply to the senator from Massachusetts. The 
‘Ommittee had discovered that some proper mea- 
‘tres ought to be adopted for the payment of the 
public creditors; and the views of the committee 
¢) this point were embraced in the bill on the ta- 
ie. Of the transfer to the states, nine and a quarter 
nillions were to be paid by the ist of October next. 

it the secretary of the treasury had informed con- 





gress that he should take no steps for this purpose 
till congress should act on the subject. The ques- 
tion now was, what was the ability of the treasury 
to meet this and other demands; and what was the 
duty, and what was wise in the case for congress to 
do? The committee on finance thought it wise, 
and thought it their duty to propose the postpone- 
ment of the fourth instalment to the states. The 
reasons for it, in the view of Mr. W. were, that the 
law requiring the transfer was, on the face of it, 
and no doubt it was intended: to be the spirit of the 
law, that it should be a measure providing for the 
safe-keeping of the public money, and that only. 
That the time had now arrived that the United 
States had no money to keep, and no money which 
was not more than required for the necessary pub- 
lic expenditures. Mr. W. would therefore correct 
the supposition of the senator from Massachusetts, 
that there were still public funds to make this trans- 
fer, and that the only difficulty was to render exist- 
ing means available. Mr. W. understood the mat- 
ter otherwise. The secretary of the treasury in 
his report had stated, that on the 28th of August last 
there was only $8,100,000 in the treasury subject to 
draft, exclusive of the money already deposited with 
the states; and that amount of all in the treasury 
would be so reduced by payments in the month of 
September, that there would not be money enough 
to pay more than two-thirds of the fourth instal- 
ment to the states. The question, therefore, re- 
turned, whether the committee should recommend 
that the government should borrow money to be 
transferred to the states for safe keeping? 

Mr. W. said he had not been insensible to the 
inconvenience which must result from withholding 
the fourth instalment. In his own state the matter 
had been so arranged, that if it was not received 
from the United States, it must be paid out of the 
treasury of the state. This circumstance made 
Mr. W.’s situation very delicate. But he regarded 
his duty as paramount, and he did not think it his 
duty to borrow money by the government to give 
over for safe keeping with the states. And as to 
the prospective means of the government, it was 
known that a portion of the small amount of money 
in the treasury was unavailable; and indulgence in 
time was necessary even to make such funds eventu- 
ally secure. The committee in another bill had stated 
what indulgence they deemed requisite. Again, it 
was important and for the interest of the commu- 
nity to grant indulgence on revenue bonds now ex- 
isting, and for the future portion of the year; and 
the committee had recommended the shortest pe- 
riods of indulgence which they supposed consistent 
with the public good. But if money must be bor- 
rowed, the only question was how much should be 
the amount. Mr. W. was not in favor of borrowing 
forthe states. It was not for the payment of a debt, 
but merely a transfer to be kept safe; and he did 
not regard this as a legitimate purpose for borrow- 
ing money. 

The senator from Massachusetts, Mr. W. said, 
had remarked with some asperity and surprise on 
the recommendation of the secretary of the treasury 
for issuing notes not bearing interest. But the 
committee had differed from the secretary on this 
point, and had provided for allowing interest till 
there should be means to redeem the notes. The 
senator, however, was mistaken in regarding this as 
a new currency under the constitution. The sec- 
retary was entirely supported in recommending it 
by an act of congress in 1815, which authorized the 
issuing of treasury notes. (Mr. W. here read a 
portion of the act, which provided that treasury 
notes should be issued, as the president should from 
time to time direct, notes for less than $100 being 
payable to the bearer, without interest; but for $100 
or more, payable to order, bearing interest at 
the rate of 54 per cent., or otherwise to the bearer 
without interest.) These notes, Mr. W. said, were 
authorized either with or without interest, as a 
matter of convenience to the department, which 
would issue them as long as practicable without in- 
terest, and allow interest when it should become 
necessary to the currency of the notes. 

The senator had supposed that the message of 
the president was inconsistent and contradictory in 
saying that he refrained from recommending any 
mere reference to the currency and exchanges of 
the country, because he thought it was notin the 
power of congress to act for such a purpose; and at 
then recommending the passage of a law of bank- 
ruptcy. But the constitution did expressly author- 
ize the passage ofa general bankrupt law; and there- 
fore the president was not inconsistent in recom- 
mending this, while he refrained from other financial 
matters which were not authorized. He was guilty 
of no inconsistency. 

Mr. Webster said, in reply, if the act of 1815 au- 
thorized the issuing of treasury notes, no circulation 
was ever made of such notes as the secretary now 





recommends. All bilge notes went on the ground 
of a temporary loan to the government, to be paid 
or funded as soon as the treasury would allow. 

The member from New York (Mr. Wright) had 
said that the question before the senate-was a simple 

roposition, whether they should borrow money to 
be safely kept withthe states? By him, and by others, 
it had also been represented as a question, whether 
they should borrow money to give away? Nobody, 
Mr. W. thought, would borrow money mereiy to 
give away, or deposite for safe-keeping. But he 
would put it to the honorable member, if any gov- 
ernment had made a contract, or excited an expec- 
tation, that a deposite would be made, and the other 
party had acted on the faith of this assurance, and 

ad nearly completed their arrangements, whether 
it ought not to supply the means, even if it did not 
at the time, possess thera? And suppose it was the 
promise of a gift, instead of a deposite, might it 
not be found more just to borrow, than to defeat the 
expectation on which the other party had acted? 
What was the object of this bill? It was not to re- 
peal, but to pestpone what was hereafter to be ful- 
filled. Such being the case, it was doubtful whether 
it could ever be transferred to the states with more 
convenience than it could now from the banks. 

During the late war there was great want of mo- 
ney, and a great disposition to use treasury notes, 
aud pass them as a medium of payment to the pub- 
ltc creditors. But in the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments of a foreign war, things were done, which, in 
a day of peace and abundance, we should be slow 
todo. And one thing which we should be slow to 
do was, to propose by law that we should pay the 
public creditors any thing less in value than gold 
and silver, on the condition that the creditors would 
voluntarily take it. The secretary had said that the 

rotested checks now in circulation were only a 
little depreciated below the value of specie, and 
argues that these notes will be as good at least as 
the protested checks. But suppose these notes 
should be depreciated only a little below the value 
of silver, was it proposed that they should be offer- 
ed to the public creditors, if they would receive 
them? What was meant when it was said that the 
officers of the government may pay its creditors in 
treasury notes, if they will voluntarily receive them? 
What was the alternative? Were the gold and silver 
held in one hand, and the treasury notes in the 
other? On the contrary, it was a sort of forced pay- 
ment, not as good as was required by law. All 
knew there was no choice. The men who labored 
in the streets of this city, on the public works, or 
who furnished the bricks and stones, would come 
for their pay, and they would be offered treasury 
notes, and asked if they were willing to take them. 
But would there be gold and silver in the other 
hand? No; nothing but the treasury notes, and they 
would be asked if they were willing to take them; 
and then, if they should take them, that is called 
voluntary reception. 

Now it is evident that in such a case the only 
choice is between treasury notes, on the one hand, 
and something worse, or nothing at all, on the other. 
No man can be supposed to receive voluntarily any 
thing of less value than that which he is legally 
entitled to. The reception of such inferior medium 
is always the result of force or necessity, either 
greater or smaller. Neither the justice nor the dig- 
nity of the government could ever allow of such a 
course. If treasury notes were offered to the public 
creditor, there ought to be an actual choice offered 
between them and the specie. And especially, with 
what an aspect could this government offer such 
payment, at the very moment when, with a stern 
countenance and iron hand, it was demanding of its 
creditors metallic money for every dollar of its dues? 
Was it not now the law that no officer of the gov- 
ernment should offer the public creditor any thing 
less in value than specie? Mr. W. thought, there- 
fore, that the notes proposed by the committee were 
better than those recommended by the secretary. 
He was in favor of that system which would put 
the public creditor in no such selection as between 
paper and nothing. 

Mr. Buchanan said he had often admired the 
dexterity with which the senator from Massachu- 
setts could extricate himself from a difficulty, in 
which, however, he was seldom involved. On such 
occasions he always made a skilful retreat. Feel- 
ing the respect which he (Mr. B.) did for his legal 
knowledge, he had received, as a matter of faith, 
his declaration that treasury notes not bearing inter- 
est had never been issued under the present vonsti- 
tution; and when he called up the ghost of the 
ancient confederation to act as god-father of these 
treasury notes, Mr. B. remained satisfied that he 
had made himself fully acquainted with the laws in 
relation to this subject. But scarcely had he taken 
his seat, when the act of 1815 laid the ghost which 
he had conjured up; and, by that it appeared that 
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congress had done the very thing which he had 
declared had not been done since the days of the 
confederation. Thus much was due to the secre- 
tary of the treasury. Mr. B., however, rejoiced 
that the committee on finanee had proposed the 
issue of no notes not bearing interest. 

In regard to this bill, a’plain statement of facts 
would be the most conclusive argument which could 
be urged in its favor. He had voted for the depo- 
site of June, 1836, and, upon a retrospect of all 
which had occurred since its passage, he had found 
no cause to repent of this vote. It was a choice of 
evils; and between the alternatives presented, he 
thought he had made the best choice. On the one 
side, after reserving five millions, nearly forty mil- 
lions of dollars had accumulated in the deposite 
banks. This vast amount of money was used b 
them to increase the dividends of their stockhold- 
ers, to expand extravagantly the paper circulation 
of the country, and to excite speculation to the 

greatest excess. On the other hand, strong objec- 
tions existed against making the federal govern- 
ment an instrument for the purpose of collecting 
money that it might be deposited with the states, 
The precedent might in many respects be danger- 
ous. But the money was on hand. It had been 
collected under existing Jaws. Placed in this situ- 
ation, he thought it was more just, more politic, 


more safe, to place it in deposite with the states, |, 


that it might be used for the benefit of the people, 
than to suffer it to remain with the banks for the 
benefit of their stockholders, and to the injury of 
the country. 

But does the deposite law, from first to last, con- 
tain one sentence, nay, does it contain one ‘word 
which resembles a gift or a loan to the states? Is it 
not in terms a bare transfer of deposites from the 
banks to the states? Under its provisions the faith 
of all the states is pledged for the safe-keeping and 
re-payment of their respective proportions of this 
money, whenever they shall be required by the se- 
cretary of the treasury, for the purpose of defraying 
the wants of the treasury. The mode and manner 
in which he shall call for it are expressly pre- 
scribed. Nay, more, the case has actually occurred. 
If the secretary had pursued the line of strict duty 
under the law, he would, ere this, have called on 
the states for a portion of the three instalments 
which have already been paid. He has acted wisely 
in not making this demand until the pleasure ot 
congress could be known. The states are not now 
in a condition to return immediately any portion of 
what they have already received. 

Under these circumstances, the question is, whe- 
ther we are bound, upon any principle, to deposite 
with them the fourth instalment, when the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, the very next day, might de- 
mand a return, not only of it, but of the three other 
instalments, in the manner prescribed by the law. 

The senator from Massachusetts had not contend- 
ed that we were bound by any contract to deposite 
this fourth instalment with the states. He has said, 
however, that if an individual, by his conduct, had 
induced a reasonable expectation that he would loan 
money to another, or give money to another, it might 
become his duty to borrow it, and pay interest for 
it, for either of these purposes. Mr. B. denied that 
the conduct of congress. was such as to afford any 
pretext for such an expectation. On the face of 
the act there was nothing but deposite written. Nei- 
ther aloan nora gift appeared upon it. It wasa 
mere deposite, without interest, to be restored when 
demanded in the manner prescribed, and not a loan 
for a given period, much less an absolute gift. If 
the states, therefore, had entertained any such ex- 
pectation, it was from other circumstances, and not 
irom the solemn contract into which they had en- 
tered with the United States under this law. 


Mr. B. knew that several of the states had made) 


appropriations of this money which would render 
it extremely inconvenient for them to return, at the 
present time, any portion of the money which they 
had already received. He did not believe that it 
ought to be demanded from them by the secretary 
of the treasury without the special direction of con- 
gress. Still this opinion was not founded upon 
any doubts which he entertained of their obligation 
to refund it. 

Congress would not have been involved in its 
present difficulties in regard to this subject, but for 
the unfortunate amendment which had been made to 
the deposite bill by the house of representatives, 
which was acquiesced in by the senate. 
been for this amendment, we might now proceed 
and suffer the fourth instalment to be deposited with 
the states. The secretary of the treasury would 
then have received from them transferrable certifi- 


cates of deposite, in such-convenient sums as he 


might have directed, bearing no interest until it be- 
came necessary for him to use them, but afterwards 
bearing an interest of five per cent., and redeema- 


Had it not | 








ble at the pleasure of the states. At this very mo- 
ment such certificates would command a premium 
in the market, and would be equal to gold and silver. 
The treasury might have been replenished by their 
sale; and we might suffer the deposite law to take 
its course. 

Mr. B. said, however much ingenuity might at- 
tempt to disguise this question, the result was that 
we must now determine whether we will borrow 
the amount of the fourth instalment, either in the 
form of treasury notes, or by a direct loan, and pa 
interest upon it, in order that we may deposite it 
with the states for safe-keeping, and without inter- 
est. This was the plain and simple proposition. 
It was the result of all the argument. What man, 
in his senses, ever contradicted a debt in order that 
he might deposite the amount of it with his neigh- 
bor for safe-keeping? And is the federal govern- 
ment to be guilty of this absurdity? Are we, as 
the trustees of the people of the United States, to 
manage their concerns so unwisely as to involve 
them in a debt, and collect taxes from them to pay 
it for any such purpose? However much the states 
might desire to receive this fourth instalment, and 
whatever attempt might be made to excite popular 
feeling upon this subject, he had full confidence 
that his constituents would approve his vote upon 
this bill. 

Mr. B. said that he knew very well that this was 
a subject well calculated to enlist the feelings of 
senators. Theinstalment might be deposited with 
thestates againsthis vote. In thatevent, he should 
bow most cheerfully to the will of the majority. 
Indeed, there was one consideration which had 
induced him to endeavor to bring himself to this 
conclusion; and nothing but a conviction of impe- 
rious duty had stood in the way. He knew that the 
greater amount of treasury notes which we issued, 
the greater would be the relief to the community. 
Whatever amount might be issued would be equal, 
in this respect, to the creation of so much gold and 
silver. Ltn. 4 would assist in regulating the ex- 
changes, both foreign and domestic. They would 
go to Europe in payment of ourdebt, and thus pre- 
vent the transportation of the precious metals. If 
this bill should not pass, their amount would be in- 
creased severa! millions; and thus additional relief 
would be afforded to the public. But however 
much he might desire, and however much he did 
desire this result, he could not consent to borrow 
money on the faith of the United States, not to car- 
ry into effect the legitimate purposes of the gov- 
ernment, but to place it on deposite with the several 
states. 

In answer to Mr. Buchanan— 

Mr. Webster, having obtained and examined the 
act of 1815, said: The honorable member from 
Pennsylvania has been kind enough to say that Ido 
not often get into difficulties in debate, and that 
when I do, I generally extricate myself better than 
I have done on the present occasion. He partakes 
in the supposed triumph of his friend from New 
York, (Mr. Wright,) in having proved me incorrect 
when I said that this government had never issued 
such paper money as the secretary has now recom- 
mended. Now, sir, although I am pleased to see 
the happiness which the gentleman enjoys, yet I 
believe I must dash it a little. Most assuredly, sir, 
it authorizes no such paper as is now proposed. I 
was persuaded it could not, as I havea pretty good 
recollection of the proceedings of congress on such 
subjects at that time. 

The law of 1815 authorized the issue of two class- 
es of treasury notes: Ist, such as bore no interest, 
but which, the very hour they were issued, might 
be funded in a7 percent. stock, to be redeemed 
like other stocks of the government. 2d. Treasury 
notes bearing an interest of five and two-fifths per 
cent. capable of being funded in like manner, ina 
6 per cent. stock. These stocks were to be issued 
on application by any commissioner of the revenue 
in any state. Now, what comparison is there be- 
tween either of these classes of treasury notes and 
those recommended by the secretary which bear no 
interest, and for which no fixed redemption is pro- 
vided? 

I affirm again, therefore, sir, all that I have said, 
namely, that the notes recommended by the treasu- 
ry are regular paper issues, like the old emissions of 
congress and the states before the adoption of the 
present constitution, and that no precedent has been 
found for them, and I am sure none can be found, in 
the practice of this government. 

Mr. Buchanan said he did not think the senator, 
with all his ingenuity, had got out of the difficulty. 
Under the section of the law of 1815, which he had 
just read, treasury notes were to be issued without 
interest; they were to circulate as a currency with- 
out interest; they might continue to circulate for 
years without interest. It did not alter the case 
that the holder of them above a certain amount had 
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the privilege of funding them, and converting them 
into a stock bearing interest. This interest did not 
commence from the date of their issue, but froin the 
time they were funded. All the time they remain. 
ed in circulation, they were treasury notes without 
interest. They were what the senator from Massa. 
chusetts had supposed never was issued under the 
present constitution. Mr. B. however, agreed with 
the senator that at this time no treasury notes ought 
to be issued which did not bear interest. 


Mr. Calhoun said that he was decidedly of the 
impression that, under the circumstances of the 
case, this postponement ought to be made. The 
object of the deposite law was to draw the revenue 
out of the grasp of the government, and to restore 
itto those to whoin it ought to be restored. And 
now, when there was no surplus, it was not contra- 
ry to the purpose of that law to withholdit. But 
the responsibility of doing so would rest on gentle- 
men of the administration, and those of the Opposi- 
tion who made last year the extravagant appropria- 
tions of $32,000,000, exceeding the estimate of the 
secretary of the treasury. ‘They were then told of 
the folly of raising the revenue, and of raising the 
disbursements. The result now was that the goy- 
ernment was bankrupt. Were they never to look 
ahead and see the difficulties that threatened them? 


Another era had now arisen. They had got 
through with the surplus, and Mr. C. trusted they 
were through with extravagant appropriations. If 
they did not economize and retrench, he saw a new 
age commencing, perhaps that of treasury notes, 
when the compromise act would be annulled, the 
high tariff revived. But Mr. C. would agree that 
the fourth deposite should be withheld, since that 
law had fulfilled its main purpose, and since a new 
series of extravagancies was now to arise, unless 
they kept a good lookout. 

Mr. Walker moved an adjournment, when a di- 
vision being called for, the senate refused to ad- 
journ. 

Mr. Buchanan then rose to offer an amendment, 
if in order, the object of which was to take off from 
the secretary the responsibility of calling upon the 
states, and to impose this responsibility where he 
(Mr. B.) thought it should be—namely, in congress; 
for this purpose he proposed to insert, ‘provided the 
three first instalments already paid do remain on 
deposite until further directed by corigress. 


Mr. Niles said he thought that as the matter now 
stood, the money was a find subject to appropriation 
by congress. It seemed to him that by this amend- 
ment, the nature of the fund would be altered,a d, 
instead of being a deposite, the money would bea 

rant, and congress would only have a claim upon 
it; whereas now, the money was in deposite only, 
and could be disposed of at once by appropriations 
made by congress. He, (Mr. N.,) for these rea- 
sons, felt himself bound to oppose the amendment. 
It appeared to him, at all events, unnecessary. 


Mr. Buchanan said he had not imagined this 
amendment would meet with opposition. He wish- 
ed to know if it was right and proper that the sec- 
retary should be made responsible for not calling 
upon the states for this money, as the law required 
him todo? The condition of the states was such 
that the secretary cannot make such call upon them. 
He (Mr. B.) was therefore desirous to relieve him 
from this embarrassment. The substituting con- 
gress instead of the secretary would not, Mr. B. 
thought, make any change in the nature of the 
fund. 

Mr. Calhoun said he fully concurred in the pro- 
posed amendment, It was due to the states in their 
sovereign capacity not to subject themselves to be 
called upon for the money by any other authority 
than congress. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
offered by Mr. Buchanan: and the yeas and nays 
being called for, were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Black, Brow, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, 
Grundy, Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Georg}, 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Norvell, 
Preston, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith, of In- 
diana, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Wall, 
Webster, White, Williams, Young—33. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Clay, of Alabama, 
Hubbard, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Ruggles, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Tipton, Walker, Wright--1-. 

Mr. Tallmadge then moved, as an amendment, 
the following: 

Strike ont all the bill after the enacting clause, 
and insert the following as a substitute therefor: 

“That the money deposited, ard to be depositec, 
with the states under the 13th section of the act ol 
June 23d, 1836, shall remain on deposite with the 
states until otherwise directed by congress.” 

Mr. Tallmadge made a few brief remarks in sup- 
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port of this amendment, which he said embrace‘ 
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the substance of the amendment offered by the 
senator from Pennsyivania, (Mr. Buchanan.) 

The yeas and nays being ordered, the question. 
was taken on Mr. Tudlmadge’s amendment, and de- 
cided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Fulton, Kent, Knight, Lyon, Nicholas, Norvell, 
preston, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, White—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of. Georgia, 
Linn, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, Young—27. 

The question on engrossing the bill, as amended, 
and ordering it toa third reading, was then taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Geo., 
Linn, McKean, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, Knight, Nicholas, Nor- 
vell, Preston, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, Young—17. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Nicholas, ad- 
journed. 

September 15. Mr. McKean presented a memo- 
rial from sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, remon- 
strating against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States. ) 

Mr. Young presented a petition from a citizen of 
Illinois, praying the creation of a national bank. 
Both of which were laid on the table. 

Mr. Hubbard called up the resolution offered by 
him yesterday, by which it was proposed that the 
senate should meet in future at 10 o’clock. 

Mr. H. modified his resolution to read, ‘‘that after 
this week the senate meet at 11 o’clock A. M.”’ and 
this was agreed to. 

The bill to postpone the fourth instalment of the 
deposites to the states being read a third time, and 
the question stated on its passage, 

Mr. Preston rose, and after explaining why he had 
not made the remarks which he desired to make on 
the bill, yesterday, when it was at the stage at 
which bills are usually debated in the senate, pro- 
ceeded to state the objections which he entertained 
to the passage of the bill. He was followed by Mr. 
Calhoun in explanation, by Mr. Crittenden in op- 
position to the bill, by Messrs. Brown and Walker, in 
support of it, and by Mr. Preston in reply. 

The question was then put on the passage of the 
bill, and decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, Knight, Linn, 
McKean, Morris, Niles, Pierce, Rives, Roane, Ro- 
binson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Strange, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright—2s8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Kent, Lyon, Norvell, 
Preston, Robbins, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Webster, White, Young—17. 

So the bill was passed and sent to the house of 
representatives for concurrence. 

The bill authorizing the issue of treasury notes 
was next taken up as in committee of the whole. 

Mr. Wright moved to fill up the first blank in the 
bill with the word “‘teu,’’ thereby making the amount 
of notes to be issued ten millions of dollars. 

Mr. W. said that it had not been possible for the 
committee to know the amountof the notes necessary 
until action had been had on the bill to postpone the 
fourth instalment to the states, which bill having 
now passed the se ate, he was able to fill up the 
blank. He bad had an interview on the subject 
with the secretary of the treasury, and he had learnt 
from that officer that, on the supposition no more 
extension would be granted than was proposed by 
the bill for extending the duty bonds, he had thought 
that the sum of eight millions would be sufficient. 
This was, however, on the supposition that the 
bank of the United States would pay in October the 
instalinent then due to the government by that in- 
stitution. But it was understood by the secre- 
tary and the committee that this would not be done, 
that bank having bought up treasury drafts issued 
in July for the payment of the third instalment to 
the states, and intending to give in those drafts in 
payment of the instalment then due from the bank. 
This being the case, the secretary would require 
that the blank be filled up with nine million: five 
hundred thousand dollars; and therefore, on this 
calculation, the committee had instructed him (Mr. 
W.) to move for ten millions. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, was very desirous of ob- 
taining more full information relating to one point, 





and that was, that asa bill had now passed the 
senate for arresting the payment of the fourth in- 
stalinent to the states, and since the fund intended 
for the use of the states was now to be applied to 
the use of government, if it wasintended to employ 
the funds in the banks belore being reduced in 
some way or other to a specie basis, whether gov- 
ernment intended by laws passed, or to be passed— 
such, for example, as a bankrupt Jaw—to torce the 
conversion of the funds now in the banks into metal, 
and then throw the sum thus obtained from the 
banks into the Treasury, there to lie without being 
used? His inguiry was not, he thought, useless, 
since it must be evident that the amount of the 
blank must depend upon the availability of the funds 
in the banks. | 

Mr. Wright said it had been ascertained, and so 
stated in the secretary’s report, that all the money 
in the banks subject to drait on the 28th of August 
last amounted only to eight million one hundred 
and sixty-six thousand dollars. Out of that sum 
the expenses for the month of September were to 
be taken, which would leave the sum reduced to 
about two millions anda half by the Ist of October. 
But, if the outsanding drafts should come in on the 
treasury, (many of thein being protested,) in that 
case the available amount would still be diminished, 
and the treasury would be in want of means. There 
were therefore no ready means without the assist- 
ance of congress. In all the Atiantic coast, the 
money in the banks had for the most part been with- 
drawn, only a small sum subject to draft being with 
them, say less than a miiiion, and creditors were 
not willing to receive drafts upon the southwestern 
banks, where now almost all the funds in deposite 
with banks were placed. 

Such being the case, and such the amount of una- 
vailable money, the object of issuing treasury notes 
was to anticipate the funds in deposite with the 
banks until congress should say how those funds 
were to be made available. ‘The committee on 
finance had reported a bill giving to those banks in- 
tervals of two, five, and eight months in which to 
pay the sums due, dividing the balance in their 
hands into three instalments. Again, the extension 
granted already, and proposed still to be granted, 
on bonds, weuld diminish the means of the treasury; 
from all which considerations, the issue of these 
notes was rendered necessary to meet the current 
expeuses. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, professed himself greatly 
obliged by the valuable information communicated 
by the honorable senator (Mr. Wright,) but he still 
felt that the inquiry which he had wished to make 
was not yet answered. He meant to inquire if the 
money in the banks was to be used as bank notes, 
or if the banks were to be compelled to pay them 
in specie, and then if these funds were to be left idle? 

Mr. WrigAt, in reply, said they would not be used 
as bank notes unless the laws should authorize them 
so to be used. 

Mr. Clay. Then it comes to this: we have pass- 
ed a bill to take funds out of the hands of those who 
would have been glad to use them, to put them into 
the hands of others who refuse to acknowledge and 
make use of them. The states would have been 
glad to receive this money in the shape of bank 
notes, and we have taken it from them. Again: 
government refuses to call them funds in that shape, 
and to government we have now made them over 
by the bill just passed! And as government, though 
it receives those funds, and prevents their being 
paid to the states, will not acknowledge them as 
funds, there is a deficiency existing, and this defi- 
ciency is to be supplied by issuing treasury notes, 
in order that government may be able to get along. 
That is to say, government will not receive the pa- 
per of the country, and is about to create a paper 
of its own which the country is expected to receive! 
And thus, all the promises which have been made 
to us of the flowing of gold and silver all over the 
country,—these promises of a better currency result 
in the issue of ten millions of paper money: 

Mr. King, of Georgia, read to the senate a state- 
ment and estimate of some length, which was inau- 
dible in the reporters’ gallery. 

Mr. Wright then moved to fill up the second 
blank in the bill with the words ‘“‘not exceeding 
twenty thousand dollars.” This sum Mr. Wright 
explained was intended to defray the expenses in- 
| curred by the execution of the act, and was made 
| upon an estimate of the bill of 1812. Agreed to. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to insert a provi- 
sion that government should not be permitted to 
make any purchase of these notes in the public mar- 
ket below par. 

Mr. Wright could see no possible objection to 
this amendment. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, saw a great objection to 
such an amendment. He thought the country 
should have the benefit of the market as well as in- 











dividuals; when from an excess in the market the 
number was too great, and the price had fallen be- 
low par, then was the very time for the secretary to 
go into the market and purchase. The commis- 
sioners of the sinking fund had acted in this way, 
and the country had reaped the benefit of it. 

Mr. Clay, ‘ot Alabama, grounded his amendment 
on the principle, that as it would be disreputable 
for individuals to buy up their own notes at a de- 
preciated value, so also it would be disgraceful for 
government to do the same thing. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Cluy, of Alabama, 
was then agreed to. 

Mr. Crittenden was understood to call upon the 
chairman of the committee on finance for some ex- 
planation relative to the payment of clerks to be 
employed, which payment, by the provisions of the 
bill, is left discretionary as to the amount of salary 
with the secretary. 

Mr. Wright explained the necessity of leaving 
this matter at the discretion of the secretary, since 
it was impossible to say for what length of time the 
services of the clerks might be required, whether 
for a year or less than a year. 

At this stage of the bill, Mr. Calhoun expressed 
a wish that a postponeinent of the bill until to-mor- 
row might be allowed, for an examination into some 
points. 

Mr. Wright made a few observations, expressing 
his assent to Mr. Calhoun’s proposal. 

Mr. Webster said he earnestly hoped that what- 
ever other delay occurred, no delay whatever would 
be permitted to be had on the bill for the extension 
of merchants’ bonds; but to give the time requested 
by Mr. Calhoun, he moved an adjournment; and 

The senate adjourned. 

September 16. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, presented 
a petition from William Jackson, a revolutionary sol- 
dier. 

Mr. Preston presented a petition from John Gar- 
diner, of Washington city, asking an examination 
of a life preserver. Both laid on the table. 

Mr. Linn presented a memorial from citizens -* 
St. Louis, praying the establishment of a naj <1 
bank. Referred to the committee on finane, “onal 

The senate resumed the consideration o-@. 
authorizing the issue of treasury notes. ,\f the bill 

Mr. Calhoun said he had turned his, ; 
the bill, but had found great difficult; attention to 
his mind to a satisfactory conclusion y in bringing 
The very point which the senator &. respecting it. 
setts so much approved, (allowir-rom Massachu- 
one which constituted an objectioig interest,) was 
view of Mr. C. Neither was f,.1 to the bill in the 
up his opinion to any one schem,1e satisfied to give 
what was to be done on the ¢, .e, till he understood 
the subject of this bill, nap seat point involved in. 
government from all bank/mely, the separation of 
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this point, even if constideredas a meagt,t° ve relief 
As the law now was, the secretary of the treasury 


was compelled to receive the notes of all specie- 
paying banks. Of, course, when specie payments 
should be resumed, all would be received. “If this 
should occur, andif congress should adjourn with- 
out altering the. 1aw, the result would be, that the 
porerpment would, under the sub-treasury system, 
ave the custody of the money, but would collect 
itin bank notes. {f it was intended to restore the 
connexion between the government and the banks, 
this bill ought to be different; and if it was not so 
intended, it still ought to be different. Mr. C. 
could supnort it as it was in neither alternative. 
| Bat bé designed to move an amendment to this 
| bill, which would serve as a testing question, 
whether it was the object or not to make a separa- 
tion between the banks and the treasury. If it was 
intended to make such separation, now was the ac- 
ceptable time. And if it was not done now, it 
would perhaps never be done. The question was 
one of great magnitude, and Mr. C. therefore hoped 
that the subject would be postponed till Monday, 
by which time he hoped to be prepared to offer the 
amendment which he had indicated. 

On this great point Mr. C.’s opinion had been 
long made up; and he believed firmly that the only 
alternative was a separation from al] banks, ora 
bank of the United States. He had so declared it 
in the debate of 1834, and he had never seen any 
reason to change his opinion. On the contrary, the 
catastrophe at the present time had greatly confirm- 
ed that opinion. In his view, it was one of the 
greatest questions that had been, or that could be, 
presented to this body. And further, it was due to 
the country, to themselves, and to posterity, that 
gentlemen on all sides should meet this question 
openly, boldly, and decidedly. He entreated them 
to show their hands, as Mr. C. would show his, and 
go on with the question. He moved to postpone 
the bill till Monday. 

Mr. Wright said he was not disposed to deny to 
the sepator from South Carolina any opportunity to 
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consider the subject which could properly be al- 
lowed. Neither was he unwiiling to act on the 

roposition which the senator considered so very 
important when the proper time should come for so 
doing. But his own opinion was, that the proposi- 
tion of the senator ought not to be connected witti 
this bill. Whatever congress might do en that sub- 
ject, the treasury must have the means to go on; 
and it was well known that on the question referred 


to by the senator there was a great difference of 


opinion in both houses of congress. The object 
was in itself entirely distinct from that of this bill, 
and one could not interfere with the other. The 
committee had been careful so to frame the bills as 
to make them independent of each other. It was 
most plainly necessary that this bill should pass 
without delay. The treasury could not satisfy the 
public creditors any way acceptably, for more than 
twenty, and perhaps not fifteen days longer, without 
aid from congress. Mr. W. therefore hoped, with- 
out any disposition to press the senator, but because 
the two propositions were independent, that the 
senate would not postpone this bill. 

Mr. Calhoun said it wasimpossible for him to say 
what ought to be done on this bill till he could 
know how the executive would shape its course. 
Mr. C. was willing to grant the relief, (to the trea- 
sury,) but he would not do it in the dark. The 
great point was the one to which he had alluded, 
and to that all kindred measures ought to have a re- 
ference. If time should not be given him, Mr. C. 
would vote against this bill, and would forever dis- 
connect himself from all responsibility as to the 
result. He knew that all ought to feel a proper 
sensibility for the embarrassinents of the govern- 
ment, but he felt still more for those of the country, 
and he thought it infinitely more important that all 
should be well rather than speedily done; and, as 
far as his voice had any power, it should be done 
well. On this question, as the chairman of the 
committee was opposed to a postponement, Mr. C. 
called for the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. Benton said, that as one connected as he had 

‘yp With the deposite bill, he could not agree to vote 
beer. nostponement of the bill which might have the 
forany (4 snnecting any other proposition with it. 
clfect of eUker said he could not know fully the im- 

Mr. Wac he amendment proposed by the senator 
portance of tiarolina till he should hear his views 
from South C_ which he, (Mr. W.) and he believ- 
on the subject, intry, were anxious to know. He 
ed the whole cot that the delay asked for would be 
hoped, therefore, 
granted. ‘bama, said no senator was more 

Mr. King, of Ala‘'-ive the opportunity requested. 
desirous than he to av ubjects so disconnected as to 
But he thought the s+ of this bill unnecessary. 
render a postponemen: *, benk and treasury con- 


When the j ae , © . 
heb are hoc astite up, a great deal of time would 
be neceses-ity consumed upon, It. The committee 


of the senate had looked into the subject and had 
differed upon it. He hoped the, senate would see 
the necessity of acting on this bill at once, and if 
any other and better form could be given to it, he 
hoped it might be done without discussing the great 
question of bank and treasury connexion. ee 

Mr. Calhoun said that this unexpec ted opposition 
required that he should go a little into detail. If it 
was the intention of the senate, or cather of the 
administration, to restore gradually the connexion 
between the government and the banks, in that 
event, instead of issuing treasury notes, ‘hey ought 
at once to resort to a provisional loan, made in 
notes of the state banks, and then pay off the Idan 
as the means should come in; or, otherwise, they 
sould issue treasury notes soas to constitute a cur- 
rency. No senator could properly know how to 
act, unless he knew the course to be pursned on 
the pritcipal point. There never had been a better 
time to separate the treasury and the banks; and if 
to be done at all, it ought to be done at once. Mr. 
C. wished to be put in a position that he might vote 
understandingly on measures for the relief of the 
country. The demands of the treasury he consid- 
ered as trifling compared with the settlement of 
this great question. 

Mr. Niles remarked, that as the gentleman from 
South Carolina wished to bring before the senate 
his proposition, and as it must come before us and 
before the country sooner or later, the sooner it 
came the better; and he would vote in accordance 
with the wishes of the gentleman. 

Mr. Wright said his great objection was to the 
connexion of these two subjects, which must result 
unavoidably in injury to the public interest by the 
delay of this bill. He therefore desired that they 
might be kept separate. He had personally no de- 
sign gradually to restore the connexion of the trea- 
sury and the banks. As to the design of the ad- 
ministration on this point, he knew no more than 
the senator from South Carolina. 


.standing rules, to wit: 





The question was then taken on postponing the 
bill till Monday, and decided in the affirmative by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ken., Clayton, Crittenden, Grundy, Kent, 
King, of Geo., Knight, Linn, McKean, Nicholas, 
Niles, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Rug- 
zles, Sevier, Smith, of Conn., Southard, Strange, 
Valker, Wall, White, Young—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
of Ala., Fulton, Hubbard, King, of Ala., Lyon, 
Morris, Norvell, Pierce, Smith, of Inda., Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster, Williams, Wright—18. 
_ On motion of Mr. Calhoun, the senate then ad- 
journed. 

September 18. Mr. Rives gave notice that he 
should to-morrow ask leave ni in a bill desig- 
nating the funds to be received by government in 
payment of public dues. Mr. Rives observed, that 
he had, on a former day, intimated his intention of 
proposing a bill of this description himself, in the 
event that no similar bill should be reported by the 
committee on finance. He viewed the neglect of 
this highly important subject likely to be of such 
serious consequence to the community at large, that 
he felt himself bound to act on the occasion by 
bringing in a bill calculated to do justice to the peo- 
ple in this particular. 


Mr. Wright presented a petition from the mer- 
chants, importers and other citizens of the city of 
New York, relating to the extension on revenue 
bonds. Mr. W. remarked that as the committee 
on finance had already insiructed him to report a 
bill on this subject, he should move that the peti- 
tion be laid upon the table and printed for the use 
of the senate. Agreed to. 


Mr. Wright also presented a memorial from sev- 
eral merchants and other citizens of the city of New 
York, sufferers from the great conflagration of 1835, 
praying for the remission of duties upon goods burnt 
in that fire. 


Mr. Wright observed that though the senate had 
expressed a determination to attend to no business 
in this session other than that marked out by the 
message, yet as this was a subject so intimately 
connected with the interest and welfare of the mer- 
cantile community, he should, if there were no ob- 
jection, depart from that determination in the pre- 
sent instance, and move that this memorial be re- 
ferred to the committee on finance. 
unanimously. 


Mr. Wright also presented a memorial from the 
inhabitants of Madrid, in the state of New York, 
remonstrating against the contemplated annexation 
of Texas to the union, which was laid upon the table. 

Mr. McKean presented a memorial, which was 
understood to be of the same character. 


Mr. Tallmadge presented a petition from the city 
of New York, praying for the incorporation of a 
national bank, which was laid on the table. 

Mr. Ruggles presented a copy of certain resolu- 
tions passed on the 12th of August last, in Portland, 
against the contemplated annexation of ‘Texas. 
Laid on the table. } 

Mr. Walker sebmitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing ports of entry on the Mississippi. 

The following joint resolution from the house of 
representatives was then taken up and adopted 
unanimously, viz: 

Resolved, That the following be added to the 
No spirituous liquors shall 
be offered for sale or exhibited in the capitol, or on 
the grounds adjacent. 

The bill for the issue of treasury notes having 
been postponed to this day, in order to give Mr. 
Calhoun an opportunity of preparing an arnendment, 
and of offering his sentiments generally upon the 
subject, was now resumed by the senate. 

Mr. Calhoun then rose and addressed the senate 
in a speech, occupying between one and two hours. 

[Mr. C.’s speech shall have a place in our next. ] 

On concluding his speech, Mr. Calhoun submit- 
ted his amendment, which provided that from and 
after the first of January next, three-fourths of the 
money due to the government may be paid in notes 
of specie paying banks; that from and after the Ist 
of January, 1839, one-half might be paid in such 
notes; one-quarter after the Ist of January, 1540; 
and that from and after the Ist of January, 1841, all 
sums due the government for custums, lands, &ce. 
shall be paid only in the legal currency of the Uni- 
ted States, or in such notes, bills, &c. as should by 
law be ordered. 

Mr. Webster rose, and inquired of Mr. C. to what 
bill it was proposed to make this an amendment. 

Mr. Benton replied. to one called the divorce bill 


between the government and the banks, which he) 


said was just ahead. 


Agreed to| 








Mr. Benton, after expressing his entire coneyr. 
rence in the amendment of Mr. Calhoun, sent to the 
chair two amendments of his own, which he Said 
comprised the substance of the bill introduced by 
him two years ago, ‘‘to re-establish the constity- 
tional currency of the country.” His first amend. 
ment provides that, after a day to be specified, al| the 
public dues should be paid in gold and silver only 
and in treasury notes and tilt scrip, as might by 
law be authorized: and the second provides that ai- 
ter the resumption of specie payments by the banks 
the treasury should begin with specie payments. 

These amendments, together with Mr. Calhoun’s, 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. then proceeded to make some remarks, 
which shall have a place hereafter. 

Mr. Calhoun rose to move that the bill be so 
amended as to prevent the allowance of interest on 
the notes to be issued by the treasury, but yielded 
the floor to 

Mr. Walker, who said he had all along intended 
to offer a similar amendment, and would now (by 
leave of Mr. C.) do so. Mr. W. then proceeded 
to argue in support of his amendment at considera- 
ble length. 

After some discussion (to be given hereafter) be- 
tween Messrs. Wright, Calhoun, King, of Georgia, 
Webster, and Walker, the latter gentleman modified 
his motion so as to reduce the maximum interest of 
six per cent. proposed to be authorized, to three per 
cent.; and the question being taken on this amend- 
ment, it was rejected as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Black, Calhoun, McKean, 
Strange, Walker, Young—6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay, of Alabama, Clay, of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Knight, Lyon, Morris, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Webster, White, 
Williams, Wright—40. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Black, 
Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, 
Clayton, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Knight, Lyon, MeKean, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Rives, 
Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Strange, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, 
Williams, Wright, Young—42. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky, Crittenden, 
Preston, Southard, Spence—5. 

The bill extending the time for the payment of 
merchants’ revenue bonds, was next taken up. 

Mr. Webster rose for the purpose of proposing 
an amendment to the bill, in which, after reflection, 
he hoped the chairman of the committee (Mr. 
Wright) would concur. The bill proposed a delay 
of six months; but unless a longer period should be 
granted, it would be utterly impossible to compel 
payment. By this provision, large suins would fall 
due in October, in November, in December, and in 
January. It was to be considered that the obli- 
gors on these bonds could not pay them, unless they 
had time to receive their own dues; and the ex- 
changes and business of the country were so much 
obstructed, and so fallen off from their usual amount, 
that they could not pay the government even on 
that account with their usual promptitude. If the 
government pressed them, they would be compel- 
led to press their customers in the interior, and 
they, in turn, to press the people generally. It was 
a question, therefore, whether these debts had not 
thus become a matter of public interest and im- 
portance. 

Ali, Mr. W. doubted not, might be paid prompt- 
lv. But areasonabie time must be given. It had 
been suggested that the bonds, if necessary, might 
be renewed; but there were objections to that ex- 
pedient; it was at best a troublesome and expen- 
sive process. On the whole, with a desire that 
there should be no absolute pressure in relation to 
these bonds, and at the saine time that nothing like 
extraordinary indulgence should be granted, Mr. 
W. would assume the medium of the two periods 
which had been suggested, and propose an exten- 
sion of nine months instead of six. as now in the 
bill. In the mean time, if that should be deemed 
insufficient, it would at least give ample time and 
opportunity for bringing the subject again before 
congress at the ensuing session. Mr. W. would be 
extremely gratified if the chairman of the commit- 
tee would assent to this amendment. 

Mr. Wright said he had received a memorial from 
merchants of New York, strongly urzing an exten- 
sion of twelve months; and they had stated a sin- 
gle fact which must have a great influence on con- 
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ress in this matter; which was, that the principal 
importations took place semi-annually; and at such 
times, that the six months in the bill would bring 





the government demands upon them when they: 


were most pressed for money; whereas, nine months 
would bring them to the period when they had the 
jeast call for money. Mr. W. believed the treasu- 
yy would not be essentially incommoded by this 
arrangement, and he was therefore in favor of a 
change of the time to nine months. 

Mr. Sevier called for the yeas and nays on the 
question, which were ordered, and it was carried in 
the affirmative—ayes 44; noes 1—Mr. Sevier only 
voting in the negative. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The bill for adjusting the remaining claims on 
the late deposite banks was next taken up, on mo- 
tion of Mr. Walker. The bill was so amended as 
to extend the periods of two, five, and eight 
months, to four, six, and nine months, respective- 
ly, and it was then ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
committee of the whole, the bill to authorize mer- 
chandise to be deposited in the public stores, and 
for other purposes. 

Mr. Buchanan said he relied so much on the be- 
nefit of this bill to the country, that he wished to 
record his vote in its favor. He, therefore, called 
for the yeas and nays on its engrossment: which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, said he was entirely in 
favor of the object of the bill, and thought it would 
be beneficial ultimately to the commerce of the 
country, and immediately to the manufactures and 
other interests. He would, therefore, vote for it 
with pleasure. He suggested, however, that it was 
proper to strike out the exception in relation to fruits. 

Mr. Calhoun said it appeared to him that the bill 
required more consideration, and that it ought to be 
postponed to the regular session. He moved, there- 
fore, to postpone it to the firstMonday in December. 

Mr. Wright said this was not one of the bills pe- 
culiarly connected with the supply of the treasury. 
He was, however, ready to act on it now, but was 
willing to acquiesce in the will of the senate re- 
specting it. 

Mr. Buchanan said he should vote against its 
postponement. The question had long been agi- 
tated whether it was not better that every interest 
should conform to the laws and usages of every 
other commercial country, so that goods might be 
deposited in the warehouses. Mr. B. was always 
prepared to vote for the proposition; and one rea- 
son for delaying the bonds was, that hereafter, no 
such question could arise. He would indulge the 
merchants to the greatest extent, on condition that 
this was the last call from them. A similar favor 
had been shown to the purchasers of the public 
lands, and Mr. B. thought it equally due to the 
merchants. So faras he understood, there was not 
one merchant now in this city who was opposed to 
its passage. 

Mr. Calhoun said the situation of himself and the 
senator differed. He had studied the subject, and 
had satisfied himself that the bill would be benefi- 
cial; and for him there might be sufficient reasons 
for such acconelusion. But Mr. C. hoped that he 
would not, therefore, call upon others to vote with- 
out understanding the subject. He thought the re- 
guest to postpone perfectly reasonable, that others 
might be as well informed as he on the subject. 

Mr. Buchanan said he had such perfect reliance 
on the information and intelligence of the senator, 
that he believed his mind would be opposed to the 
bill on the first of December as much as now. He 
despaired of a change in its favor by that time. He 
called for the yeas and nays on the question of post- 
ponemeat, which were ordered. 

Mr. King, of Aiabama, said he thought the bill 
would be advantageous, and he was not prepared to 
go against it. He would move, however, to post- 
pone it till Monday next. 

Mr. Calhoun accepted this modification, though 
he still thought it ought not to be acted on till the 
next session; and the bill, Mr. Buchanan assenting, 
was postponed till Monday next. 

Or motion of Mr. Wright, the senate adjourned. 

September 19. Mr. Clay, of Alabama, submit- 
ted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to the senate on or before the 
first Monday in December next: 

Ist. The average quantity of public land offered 
at public sale per annum, since the commencement 
of the cash system, and the average price per acre 
in each year: 

2d. The quantity of public lands which have re- 
mained subject to private entry and not sold, for a 
period of twenty years or upwards: 





3d. The quantity subject to private entry, and 
unsold, for fifteen years, and under twenty: 

4th. The quantity subject to private entry, and 
unsold, for ten years, and under fifteen: 

Sth. The quantity subject to private entry, five 
years and under ten, designating the state or terri- 
tory in which the lands of each class are situated; 
and 

Gth. The aggregate quantity of public lands in 
each state and territory, what portion has been sur- 
veyed, and what portion has been sold; and the ag- 
gregate amount received therefor in each. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed, viz: The bill authorizing the issue of trea- 
sury notes; the bill to extend the time of payment 
on merchants’ revenue bonds; and the bill for ad- 
justing the remaining claims on the late deposite 
banks. 

In pursuance of notice, Mr. Rives rose to intro- 
duce a bill to designate the funds receivable in pay- 
ment of the revenues of the government, and ad- 
dressed the senate for more than two hours, enter- 
ing largely into the subjects to which it related. 

The speech will be given at length hereafter.] 
eave was then given, and Mr. Rives introduced 
his bill, which was read and ordered to a second 
reading. 

[The bill is similar in its provisions to one of the 
same title introduced by Mr. R. at the Jast session 
of congress, autborizing the reception by govern- 
ment of the bills of specie-paying banks, of a de- 
nomination not less than twenty dollars; the bill 
being changed in a few of its features, to adapt it 
better to the state of affairs presented by the issue 
of treasury notes, and requiring no distinctions as 
to money shall be made in the various branches of 
the revenue. ] 

Mr. Benton presented two statements which he 
had received from the treasury department, of the 
amount of specie imported and exported during the 
present year, &c. [See page 50.) 

The chair presented a communication from the 
war department, with a report of the board of offi- 
cers appointed at the last session, on the subject of 
experiments to test certain new inventions in fire- 
arms. 

Also, a report from the colonel of the ordnance 
departinent, in obedience to a resolution of the 
senate in February, 1837. Both these documents 
were laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Hubdard, the senate held an 
executive session, and then adjourned. 

September 20. Mr. Swift presented memorials 
and remonstrances from citizens of Vermont against 
the annexation of Texas to the union, amounting 
to ten or eleven in number; which were laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Niles presented a memorial of the same cha- 
racter from Connecticut; which was also laid upon 
the table. 

Mr. Fulton presented a petition from several citi- 
zens of the state of Arkansas, praying for an exten- 
sion of the jurisdiction of the circuit court, and an 
increase of the terms held by the said court; which 
was, on motion, referred to the committee on the 
judiciary. 

Mr. Wall presented a memorial from the citizens 
of Essex county, New Jersey, against the admis- 
sion of any new state into the union. Also, a me- 
moriel froin Huntington county, against the admis- 
sion of Texas into the union. Also, a petition from 
the same, praying for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia; all which were laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the sufferers by the 
great conflagration of 1835, in the city of New York, 
which received its first reading, and was ordered to 
a second reading to-morrow. 

[This bill provides for allowing a remission of all 
duties already paid or remaining due, on all unbro- 
ken and entire packages of goods and merchandise 
consumed in the fire of New York; and it provides 
fur a proportionate remission on packages which 
had been opened before the fire. Commissioners 
are to be appointed, consisting of the collectors and 
other officers in New York city, whose duty it will 
be to ascertain the amount of duties paid on packa- 
ges destroyed by the fire, the names and residences 
of the sufferers, the amount of goods destroyed, &c. 
They are to meetin New York, and take testimony 
on oath respecting these particulars. No claim to be 
entertained which shall not be presented to the 
commissioners within four months of the opening 
of their commissions. The commissioners, on the 
completion of their investigations, shall make out 
their statement and send it to the secretary of the 
treasury, whose duty it shall be from time to time 
to receive and examine the statements of claims 
presented and admitted by the commissioners, and 


proval. When the secretary of the treasury shall 
have made known his determination upon the 
claims presented, then the commissioners shall 
make out certificates of remission according to the 
zmount remitted to the several merchants and 
claimants, and these certificates, signed by the 
commissioners, shall be received by the colbectors 
and others as money in payment of duties, &c. to 
the full amount of the sums remitted. It is provid- 
ed, however, that every individual receiving such 
certificates to pass in payment of bonds and dues, 
&c. shall give security in bond and penalty to pay 
double the, amount of money remitted, with interest 
if it should ever appear that the goods on which the 
remission is mage were not in truth destroyed by 
fire. The commissioners are authorized to employ 
a clerk, whose salary, not exceeding $2000, shail 
be determined by the secretary of the treasury.] 

The resolution offered by Mr. Walker, for the 
establishment of a port of entry at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, being taken up for consideration— 

Mr. Hubbard moved that the resolution be laid 
on the table. Mr. Walker expressed a wish that it 
might be acted upon immediately, for the following 
reasons: The president of the Vicksburg .railroad 
company had chartered a vessel to bring on iron for 
a railroad in the interior of the country to Vicks- 
burg; the ship was chartered under the impression 
that Vicksburg would be made a portof entry; and 
if this was not done, and the vessel suffered to land 
its cargo at Vicksburg, a great increase of expense 
would be thrown upon the railroad, and the promo- 
tion of an important work of internal improvement 
be so far impeded. Mr. Hubbard confesaed he did 
not feel satisfied by the reasons given. It was cer- 
tain the house would adhere to its rule, not to 
enter upon business beyond the subjects of the 
inessage, and, therefore, all action by the senate on 
such matters would be a loss of time. ‘he resolu- 
tion was then laid on the table. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Clay, of Alabama, 
yesterday, was taken up, and adopted, 

The bill imposing additional duties on public of- 
ficers, as depositories for receiving the public mo- 
ney, was then taken up in committee of the whoie. 

Mr. Calhoun rose, and moved the amendment of 
which he had given notice on Monday he should 
offer to this bill, which having been stated in the 
senate, it was, at the instance of Mr. Wright, with 
the consent of Mr. Calhoun, modified to read as fol- 
lows, (the ponrsane enclosed in [] being those add- 
ed by Mr. W.:) 

Sec. . And be it further enacted, That, from anda 
after the first day of January, eighteen hundred an,d- 
thirty-eight, three-fourths of the amount due tot an- 
government for duties, taxes, sales of public lar ~ 
or other debts, may be received in the notes of « }7'/- 
cie-paying banks; and that, from and after theer, on 
day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty of the 
one-half may be soreceived; and from and agate. It 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and fGis amend- 
fourth; and from and after the first day ofsrity of the 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, all sun 
duties, sales of public lands, or other deeing to the 
government, [and all payments to the Be 
office department, shall be paid in gold jirne, Bick- 
coin only,] or in such notes, bills, or pay, Buchanan, 
under the authority of the United State asey, Cha- 
be directed to be received by law; [and ;, Connor, 
after the first day of January, eighteen hur, Dunean, 
forty-one, ail officers or agents engaged i oster, Fry, 
disbursments for the United States or gemd, Haley, 
office department, shall make all their payi Haynes, 
gold and silver only, or in such notes or p Ingham, 
shall be authorized by law; and any revenue é Johii- 
bursing officer, neglecting so to do, shall be disvdnw 
ed from his office, and forfeit all compensation 
which shall then be due. ] 

Mr. Niles then rose, and spoke between two and 
three hours in favor of the amendment. When he 
concluded, 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, 
adjourned. 

Seplember 21. Mr. McKean presented a remon- 
strance from sundry citizens of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. Mr. Morris presented a remon- 
strance, on the same subject, from citizens of the 
county of Clermont, Ohio. Mr. Lyon presented a 
remonstrance, of like character, of 420 citizens of 
the county of Kalamazoo, Michigan. Mr. Hubbard 
also presented a petition and a resolution from the 
legislature of New Hampshire—(subjects not men- 
tioned). All these documents were, without read- 
ing, laid on the table. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, to 
whom were referred memorials from the chambers 
of commerce of New Orleansand of St. Louis, and 
from various other quarters, praying the establish- 





which shall be subjected to his approval or disap-. 


ment of a national bank, reported the following re- 
solution: 
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Resolved, That the prayer of the memorialists 
ought not to be granted. 

The resolution Jies on the table for one day. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported a bill making additional apprepriations for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities for-1837. Read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
providing for the collection and custody of the pub- 
lic revenues, together with the amendment offered 
thereto by Mr. Calhoun. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, addressed the senate about 
au hour and a half in opposition both to the project 
of Mr. Calhoun and that of Mr. Benton, and in dis- 
cussing the various questions connected with the 
subject under consideration—declaring it as his 
opinion, aud arguing from facts and documents to 
show that the present derangement of the fiscal 
affairs of the government, and the pecuniary 
distresses of the country, had been caused by the 
series of executive experiments on the currency 
crowned and consummated by the treasury specie 
circular. He expressed himself also opposed to the 
project of Mr. Rives, though willing to take it in 
preference to the others, if driven to a choice of 
evils, and unable to obtain any better measure of 
relief for the country. 

Mr. Strange, of North Carolina, followed in a 
speech of near three hours, in favor of the bill. 
When he concluded, on motion of Mr. Tallmadge, 
the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, September 14.—Mr. Adams, on the call 
of the state of Massachusetts, (the states being in 
the progress of being called for petitions, ) presented 
a memorial from Sherlock 8. Gregory, of Rensselaer 
county, New York, praying, for various reasons 
therein stated, that congress would make him an 
ALIEN. Mr. A. said it might perhaps be doubted 
whether the petitioner was in his right senses, and 
possibly he might be called ‘the New York mad- 
man; but with all the eccentricity manifest in the 
memorial, he had chosen to present it, because, in 
his opinion, it called up a great and weighty con- 
stitutional question, viz. whether congress does pos- 
sess the power to make a citizen an alien. The 
minemorial,was in course laid upon the table until the 
meeting of congress in December. 

Mr. Sibley, of New York, Mr. Allen, of Ohio, 

. Mr. Lewis, of Alabama, Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, 
heMr. Miller, of Missouri, and Mr. Downing, of Flo- 
grada, severally presented memorials praying for the 
Morporation of a national bank. 

desirolr. Sheffer, of Pennsylvania, Mr. Hunter, of Ohio, 
But h Mr. Goode, of Ohio, severally presented remon- 
render ces against the admission of Texas into the 
When i. 

nexion 3; Paynler presented a petition of citizens of 
be necese+! congressional district of the state of Penn- 
of the sena: setting forth that Charles Naylor, who 
differed upolat as member of the present house of re- 
the necessity.es of the United States, was not duly 
any other aniq praying that his seat may be declared 


hoped it mig 


question of fJe and Mr. Jenifer presented petitions, 

Mr. Cathote Cure presented a memorial of inhabit- 
required tha, ¢ommonwealth of Pennsylvania, praying 
was the 'Nropriation of a sufficient sum for the re- 


administratt foe negroes and manumited slaves to 
between the 


event, inste:,».. : Mf 
at onad’ We mbreleng presented a paper entitled ‘‘mode 


ni the revenues of Great Britain are carried 
moe of Vexcheqner, and mode of collecting, keeping, 
<a Yansferring public money in France.” 
ir. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the following: 
A bill authorizing a further postponement of the pay- 
ment of duty bonds and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house of represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in congress 
assembled, That the secretary of the treasury be, 
and he hereby is, authorized to grant such further 
extension of credit upon all bonds for duties now 
outstanding, as shall make the whole extension of 
credit upon each bond six months from the time 
when the original bond became due and payable, 
making the extension in each case to depend upon 
the same conditions as to additional security, the 
payment of interest, and other terms, which have 
been prescribed by the treasury department to the 
extension of revenue bonds since May last: Pro- 
vided, That nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to include any existing bonds where the par- 
ties to the same have not, since the bonds became 
payable, given additional security, or made part 


pavment, and are, by the proper officers of the gov- | 


ernment, considered insolvent, or unsafe securities 
for the payment of their bonds. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the addi- 
tional credit of six months, granted by the first 





section of this act upon outstanding duty bonds, 
shall be upon the same terms and conditions granted 
upon all bonds for duties which may be given during 
the period of one year from and after the Ist day of 
October, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-seven. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That where the 
security in any bond which has been, or may here- 
after be postponed, is entirely satisfactory, the prin- 
cipal or sureties in the same shall not be disabled 
from being, in the mean time, till the period of 
postponement provided for by this act expires, re- 
ceived as principal or sureties in other bonds for 
duties, notwithstanding the bond first given may 
not have been actually paid, discharged, or extend- 
ed, before, or on the day it fell due: Provided, that 
such principal and sureties shall be found, in all 
other respects, safe and satisfactory security for the 
bonds to which they may be proposed as parties. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That a credit of 
one, two, and three months shall be allowed on the 
duty on all merchandise now remaining in the cus- 
tody of the customs upon which the duties are payable 
in cash, and that the bonds received for such duties 
shall be in equal instalments bearing interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, and in the form and 
upon the conditions prescribed by existing laws, 
and by this act: Provided, that the said merchan- 
dise shall be entered on or before the fifteenth day 
of October next. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the opera- 
tion of all prior laws, and parts of laws, so far as 
inconsistent with this act, be suspended in those 
particulars in which they may conflict with, or dif- 
fer from, its provisions, until this act shall cease by 
its own limitation. 

The bili was referred to the committee of ways 
and means. 

Mr. Cambreleng also Jaid on the table of the house 
certain abstracts prepared in the treasury, and a do- 
cument showing the manner of collecting the reve- 
nue in Great Britain and France. 

They were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Cushman, of N. H. otfered a resolution sus- 
pending the 16th rule of the house, which requires 
the speaker to call the states in order for petitions; 
but, after a brief discussion, he withdrew it. 

Mr. Boon asked Jeave to move a resolution alter- 
ing the hour for the meeting of the house to 10 
o’clock A. M. but the house refused leave. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury 
communicate to this house all the orders issued, 
and correspondence withthe several deposite banks, 
in reference to the transfers.and payments of the 
several instalments due to the state governments 
under the deposite act of the day of July, 1836. 

Resolved, That he communicate to this house the 
monthly statements of the condition of the deposite 
banks from the Ist day of January last to the present 
time. 

Resolved, That he communicate a statement of 
each draft, and in whose favor drawn, upon which 
specie was demanded and protested for non-pay- 
ment, by any deposite bank; also, each state govern- 
ment which has made a demand of specie and not 
paid, and the time when. 

The house then proceeded to the special order of 
the day, which was, the consideration of the report 
of a select committee, proposing certain amend- 
ments to the rules of the house. A number of the 
amendments proposed were adopted. Itis not neces- 
sary to state the particulars, which would be of but 
little interest to the general reader. An amendment 
to the 36th rule being under consideration, the house 
adjourned. 

Friday, September 15. On the call of the state of 
Massachusetts, Mr. Lincoln rose, and said that he had 
been charged with the care and presentation of nu- 
merous memorials, subscribed by more than three 
thousand of his immediate constituents, remonstrat- 
ing in the most earnest manner against the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the United States, and more espe- 
cially against the admission of that country into the 
federal union. After the resolution adopted by the 
house, which restricted the action of the session to 
the subjects embraced in the president’s message, 
he had intended to have retained these memorials in 
his possession, until the occasion offered for the 
consideration of the subject to which they relate. 
But the extraordinary debate to which the proposi- 
tion of his honorable colleague (the resolution of 
Mr. Adams, asking information from the president) 
had subsequently given rise, made it his duty, as 
he deemed, to present, without further delay, these 
expressions of the sentiments of his constituents. 
In moving, as he should be constrained to do, under 
the resolution of the house, that the memorials be 
laid upon the table, he begged leave to give notice 
that he should call them up for consideration when- 
ever any proposition for the annexation of Texas 
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to the United States should engage the attention of 
the house. 

Mr. Pickens inquired whether they contained an 
petition on the subject of slavery? Mr. Lincoln ye. 
ee in the negative; but added that he had a num- 

er of memorials in his hand which did relate to 
that subject. Mr. Pickens explained, by observing 
that he had understocd the two subjects had beer 
in many cases, blended in the same petition. Mr. 
Lincoln then presented the memorials, respectively 
of 462 citizens of the town of Gardner; of Benj. 
Wood and 100 adult male inhabitants, and of Betsy 
Wood and 213 other adult female inhabitants, of 
Upton; of 230 legal voters of the town of Shrews. 
bury; of Joseph Ellis and others, male inhabitants 
of Lunenburg; of Phinehas Beaman and 118 others 
citizens of Princetown; of 60 legal voters of Boylston: 
of 134 legal voters of West Boylston; of Philip R. 
Merrion, and 280 others, citizens of Ashburnham, 
and several other memorials Jess numerously signed 
and all in the state of Massachusetts, praying con. 
shee to reject all proposals for the annexation of 

‘exas to this union, from whatever source they may 
come. 

Mr. Lincoln also presented resolutions of the in- 
habitants of the town of Leicester, Mass., against 
the admission of Texas into the union; and these 
resolutions and memorials were, under the rule of 
the house, laid upon the table. 

The same course was taken with a large number 
more, of a similar tenor, presented by Mr. Briggs, 
Mr. Everett, and other gentlemen from the western 
as well as the eastern states. 

Mr. Adams presented a memorial praying for re- 
trenchment and reform, (a laugh.) He said he had 
been aware that these words would occasion only a 
universal shout of leughter in the house, but he had 
held it to be his duty to present the memorial, be- 
cause it contained one suggestion, that the house 
should reduce the pay of its members from $8 to $4 
perdiem. He could not reconcile it to his con- 
science to withhold such a petition from the house 
a single day longer. {A laugh.) 

Messrs. Lincoln, Briggs, Parmenter, Evereit, Da- 
vis, Bond, Allen, of Ohio, Loomis, of Ohio, and 
Herod severally presented memorials remonstrating 
against the admission of Texas into the union. 

Mr. Lewis presented a memorial praying for the 
incorporation of a United States bank. 

Mr. Casey presented a petition for a donation of 
land to aid the internal improvements in the state of 
[llinois. 

The speaker laid before the honse the following 
report from the secretary of the treasury, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the house, passed on 
the 11th instant. 

Treasury department, 14th September, 1837. 

Srr: This report is submitted in compliance with 
the following resolution, passed on the 11th instant: 

‘Resolved, that the secretary of the treasury be 
directed with as little delay as possible, to commu- 
nicate to this house the amount of the appropriations 
of the past and present years remaining unexpend- 
ed; the amount required to fulfil all existing engage- 
ments contracted prior tothe first day of June last, 
and all existing engagements contracted since that 
time; also, the amount of money drawn from the 
treasury and placed in the hands of disbursing offi- 
cers or agents on the first day of May last and at 
the present time; and that he also report what ob- 
jects of public expenditure can with the least inju- 
ry to the public service be either wholly dispensed 
with during the present year, or bear any material 
reduction.” 

The tabular statement annexed shows, as desir- 
ed, “the amount of the appropriations of the past 
and present years remaining unexpended” to be 
€24,075,280 37. (A) 

In reply to the inquiry as to “the amount of 
money drawn from the treasury, and placed in the 
hands of disbursing officers, or agents, on the first 
day of May last, and at the present time, I would 
state, that at the former period it appears to have 
been $5,264,052 95, and at the latter $5,049,540 76. 
It may be useful to add that both sums are much 
larger than they would otherwise be, in conse- 
quence of the unusual amount of deposites by offi- 
cers of the mint. 

In relation to “what objects of public expendi- 
ture can, with the least injury to the public service, 
be either wholly dispensed with during the present 
year, or bear any material reduction,” I would ob- 
serve, that a minute and critical examination on 
this point was instituted in May last by this depart- 
ment. 

Tre result of it was, that enough of it could and 
would he postponed till next year, to amount to 
about $15,000,000. 

Consequently, the expenditures during the pre- 
sent year were estimated in my recent report upon 
that basis. After every delay of them which the 
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ublic interest may permit, it is therefore expected, 
that, of the outstanding appropriations now ex- 
ceeding $24,000,000, not much over nine millians 
will necessarily be required to be expended during 
the residue of the year. ; sia 
Since the resolution passed, further inquiries on 
this point were instituted in connection with the 
other departments of the government; but the re- 
sult has not been essentially varied from that to 
which the department arrived last spring. The 
articular heads of appropriations, that it 1s sup- 
posed need not, and will not, be expended in full 
during the year, and the amounts under each, are 
very numerous and difficult to be prepared, but if 
desired will be submitted hereafter with as little de- 
Jay as practicable. mare 
The only remaining inquiry is ‘‘the amount re- 
quired to fulfil all existing engagements contracted 
prior to the first day of June last, and all existing 
engagements contracted since that time.” 
Each department has been requested to furnish a 
statement on this subject as early as it can be com- 
leted. But some delay being unavoidable, it has, 
in the mean time, been deemed advisable to submit 
immediately the answer to the other portion of the 
resolution. 
Those statements will be made as comprehensive 
as possible, but can, uf course, relate to only a 
small part of the whole appropriations of congress, 
which it has been, and will be, necessary to expend 
during the year. All salaries of judicial, execu- 
tive, or other officers; the expenses of foreign in- 
tercourse; the pay and subsistence in both the 
army and navy; all pensions; all Indian annuities; 
all private bills which have passed; many miscel- 
laneous appropriations, with several other items, 
stand independent of any special engagements or 
contracts made by any public officer, and cannot, 
therefore, enter into this computation. 
Respectfully, yours, Levi Woopsvury, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. J. K. Polk, speaker of the house of representatives. 
A. 


Statement of the amount of appropriations of the 
past and present years, remaining unexpended 
on the 11th September, 1837, inclusive, agreea- 
bly to a resolution of the house of representatives 
of the Lith inst., viz: 

Balance of appro- 
priations on the 
3ist Dec. 1836. 

Appropriations made 
at the second ses- 
sion of the 24th 
congress, exclu- 
sive of the post 
office department, $28,575,837 10 

Specific and indef- 
nite appropriations 
made by former 
acts of congress, 


$16,752,283 09 


2,824,250 10 
31,400,087 50 








48,152,370 59 
Expenditures of the United States 
from the Ist January to the 11th 


September, 1837, 24,077,031 22 





Leaves balances of appropriations 

11th September, 1837, 24,075,239 37 
T. L. Smitu, register. 
Treasury department, register’s office, Sept. 12, 1837. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the following bill: 

A bill imposing additional duties as depositories, in 
certain cases, on public officers. 

Be it enacted, &c. That the treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, the treasurers ofthe mint and its branches, 
all collectors of the customs, and surveyors acting 
in that capacity, all receivers of public money, and 
sets nae enbe be, and they are hereby, required to 
ceep safely, without loaning or using, all the pub- 
lic money collected by them, or otherwise, at any 
time placed in their possesion, till the same is or- 
dered by the proper department to be transfer- 
red or paid out; in which cases, the transfers and 
payments shall be faithfully made by them as di- 
rected, and allotherduties performed as fiscal agents, 
which may be imposed by this or former acts of 
congress, or by any regulation of the treasury de- 
partment made in conformity thereto. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all mar- 
shals, district attorneys, and others having public 
money to pay over, and all patentees wishing to 
make payment to the United States, may make the 
sarne to the treasurer in this city, or to the mintand 
its branches, when near or convenient; and, when 
not, may deposite the same with such collector, re- 
ceiver, or other depository, as may be more conve- 
niently situated, and may be selected for that pur- 


pose by the secretary of the treasury. 





Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That whenever 
the public money in the possession of any deposi- 
tory, by collection, transfer, or payment, shall be 
inconveniently situated for public use, or shall ac- 
cumulate so as to exceed the amount of the exist- 
ing bond of any such officer, any part of it, or the 
excess (as the case may be) shall either be drawn 
out for payments, or be transferred elsewhere to 
some other depository; or the secretary of the trea- 
sury shall require such additional security as may 
be considered proper and safe; and in the mean 
time, bonds, new and suitable in their terms, shall 
in all cases, at as early a day as possible atter the 
passage of this act, be required of all depositories, 
in such sums and form as may be deemed reason- 
able and secure by the solicitor of the treasury, for 
the performance of all the duties required under the 
same or any previous laws. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said 
officers respectively, may be allowed any necessary 
additional expenses for clerks, fire proof chests, or 
vaults, or other necessary expenses of safe keeping, 
transferring and disbursing said moneys; all such 
expenses of every character to be first expressly 
authorized by the secretary of the treasury, whose 
directions upon all the above subjects, by way of 
regulation and otherwise, are to be strictly followed 
by all the said officers. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacled, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to cause examinations to be made of the books, 
accounts, and money on hand, of the several officers 
charged by this act with the safe keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public moneys; and for 
that purpose to appoint special agents, as occasion 
may require, with such reasonable compensation as 
he may allow, to be fixed and declared at the time 
of each appointment; which said examinations, in 
all cases where the sum on hand usually exceeds 
threa-fourths of the amount of the officer’s bond, 
shall not be made less frequently, than once in each 
year, aud as much more frequently in those and all 
other cases, as the secretary, in his discretion, shall 
direct. The agents selected to make these exam- 
inations shall be instructed to examine as well the 
books, accounts, and returns of the officer, as the 
money on hand, and the manner of its being kept, 
to the end that uniformity and accuracy in the ac- 
conuts, as well as safety to the public inoneys, may 
be secured thereby. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That, in addi- 
tion to the examinations provided for in the last 
preceding section, as a further guard over the pub- 
lic moneys, it shall be the duty of each naval officer 
and surveyor, as acheck upon the collectors of the 
customs of their respective districts; of each regis- 
ter of a land office, as a check upon the receiver of 
his land office; and of the director and superintend- 
ent of each mint and branch mint, as a check upon 
the treasurers, respectively, of the said mints, at the 
close of each quarter of the year, and as much more 
frequently as they shall be directed to do so by the 
secretary of the treasury, to examine the books, ac- 
counts, returns, and money on hand, of the collec- 
tors, receivers, and treasurers, and to make a full, 
accurate, and faithful return to the treasury depart- 
ment of their condition. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall, with as much expedition 
as the convenience of the public business and the 
safety of the public funds will permit, withdraw the 
balances remaining with the late and present depo- 
sitories of the public moneys, except such deposites 
as may have been made in the treasuries of the re- 


spective states, and confine the safe-keeping, trans- | 


fer, and disbursement of those moneys to the depo- 
sitories established by this act. 

Sec. 8. And be tt further enacted, That, for the 
payment of the expenses authorized by this act, a 
sufficient sum be, and the same is hereby, appro- 
priated, to be paid out of any money in the treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all officers 
charged by this act with the safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of the public money, are hereby 
required to keep an accurate entry of each sum re- 
ceived, and of the kind of money in which it is re- 
ceived, and of each payment or transfer, and of the 
kind of currency in which they are made; and that 
if any one of the said officers shall convert to his 


own use, in any way whatsoever, or shall use by | 


way of investment in any kind of property or mer- 
chandise, or shall loan, with or without interest, 
any portion of the public moneys intrusted to him 
for safe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any 
other purpose, every such act shall be deemed and 
adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the 
said moneys as shall be thus taken, converted, used, 
or loaned, which is hereby declared to be a high 
misdemeanor; and any officer or person convicted 
thereof before any court of the United States of 


competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to im- 
prisonment for a term of not less than two nor more 
than five years, and to a fine equal te the amount 
of the money embezzled. 

Sec. 10. 4nd be it further enacted, That no law 
or joint resolution now in fogce shall be so con- 
strued as to authorize any officer of the United 
States, before mentioned in the first section of this 
act, to receive any thing but gold or silver, treasury 
warrants, treasury drafts, or treasury notes in pay- 
ment of public dues. 

The bill was read at length, and then referred to 
the committee of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. Cambreleng, trom the same committee, re- 
ported farther a bill ‘‘adjusting the remaining claims 
on the late deposite banks,’’ which received the 
same reference and order. Mr. C, stated that the 
committee had but two more bills on hand, which 
would be reported on Monday morning; at which 
time he hoped the house would be prepared to go 
into the business which had called them together at 
this time. 

Mr. Garland wished these bills made the order of 
the day for some early day next week, and in the 
meanwhile gave notice that he should introduce a 
counter-project. 

Mr. Bell thought that, as the entire system of 
measures proposed by the administration had been 
reported to the other house, there could be no need 
of any further delay; let the house proceed to act 
on the senate’s bills. 

Mr. Cambreleng said that none of these bills had 
yet been received from the senate; when they did 
come the house could then choose whether they 
would take up the bills reported by its own com- 
mittee or those from the senate; they were not in 
all respects strictly identical. 

The chair laid before the house the answer of 
the secretary of the treasury to certain calls made 
upon hiin respecting the amount of appropriations 
unexpended, and the engagements falling due prior 
to the first day of June, and subsequent thereto, 
&c. which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Mercer, from the select committee on the 
rules of order, made a further report on that subject. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished bu- 
siness of yesterday, which was the consideration of 
the former report, made in part, on this subject. 

And the question being on the adoption of the 
11th amendment proposed by the committee, viz: 

11. Add to the 36th rule the following clause: 

“All incidental questions of order arising after a 
motion is made for the previous question, and pend- 
ing such motion, shall be decided, whether ou ap- 
peal or otherwise, without debate.” 

It was opposed with earnestness by Mr. Wl- 
liams, of North Carolina, and by Mr. Mercer, on 
the ground of its trenching on the rights of the 
majority, and cramping the freedom of debate. It 
was stated by the latter gentleman, that this ammend- 
ment had the assent of but a bare majority of the 
committee which reported it. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to the 
said amendment, and decided as follows. 

YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bick- 
nell, Borden, Brodhead, Bronson, Bruyn, Buchanan, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Timothy Carter, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Claiborne, Clark, Coles, Connor, 
Craig, Cushman, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, 
Edwards, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, 
jr. Gallup, Gholson, Glascock, Grantland, Haley, 
Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holt, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ingharn, 
Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johu- 
son, N. Jones, John W. Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, jr. Leadbetter, Logan, Arphaxed 
'Loomis, J. M. Mason, Martin, May, McKay, Ro- 
i bert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
|McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Mcore, Morgan, S$. 
W. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Owens, 
Palmer, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, Petriken, 
Phelps, Plumer, Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Spencer, Stewart, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, Vail, 
Vandeveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthington, Yell 
—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, jr. J. W. 
Allen, Aycrigg, Bell, Birdsall, Bond, Briggs, Cal- 
houn, Cathoon, William B. Campbell, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Carter, Chambers, Cheatham, 
Childs, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dunn, Everett, Ewing, Filmore, 
Jamines Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Gra- 
ham, William Graham, Grennell, jr. Griffin, Hall, 
Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, 
Hoffinan, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, William 
Cost Johnson, Lewis, Lincoln, Andrew W. Loomis, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, Maury, Maxwell, Mc- 
Kennan, Menifee, Mercer, Milligan, Calvary Mor- 
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ris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Patton, Peck, Phillips, Pickens, Pope, Potts, jr. 
Rariden, Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Rum- 
sey, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Shepherd, Shepard, 
Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliafer- 
ro, Thompson, Tfilinghast, Toland, Underwood, 
Albert 8. White, John White, L. Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Yorke— 
96. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

A number of other amendments reported by the 
committee were adopted without debate—but an 
amendment to strike out ‘‘at least two thirds” from 
the 107th rule, wherever they occur, and insert ‘a 
majority,’ gave rise to a debate which consumed 
some time, when the amendment was rejected— 
ayes 88, noes 121. 

The residue of the day was consumed on the re- 
sidue of the proposed amendment of the rules, and 
the house adjourned after 5 o’clock, to meet again 
on Mondry next. 

Monday, September 18. Mr. Lyon, of Alabama, 
appeared, was sworn, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Adams, it was ordered that 
2,000 additional copies of the rules, as amended and 
adopted by the house, including Jefferson’s Manual, 
and the constitution of the United states, be printed 
for the use of the members. 

Mr. Cushing submitted resolutions adopted by the 
legislature of the state of Massachusetts, asserting 
the power of congress to abolish slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and the right of the people ofthe 
United States to petition congress for the abolition 
of slavery therein; which resolutions were laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A number of petitions and remonstrances were 
presented against the annexation of Texas to the 
United States, and for the establishment of a bank of 
the United States. 

Amongst the petitions on the former subject, Mr. 
Adams presented, in sucession, about eighty ditfer- 
ent petitions, which were, under the rule, all order- 
ed to lie on the table. 

Mr. Adams then proposed to offer to the consid- 
eration of the house the following resolution. 

‘Resolved, That the power of annexing the peo- 
ple of any independent foreign state to this union 
is a power not delegated by the constitution of the 
United States to their congress, or to any depart- 
ment of their government, but reserved to the peo- 

le.” 
. The speaker decided that the motion was, at this 
hour, out of order, and that, therefore, it could not 
now be either received or read. 

The standing committees being called upon, 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported the senate’s bill ‘*to postpone the 
fourth instalment of deposite with the states,” with- 
out amendment, and it was referred to a committee 
of the whole on the state of the union. 

Mr. C, further reported a bill **to authorize mer- 
chandise to be deposited in the public stores, and 
for other purposes;”’ which was read twice, and re- 
ceived the same destination. 

Also, a bill **to revoke the charters of such banks 
in the District of Columbia as shall not resume 
specie payments within a limited time, and to sup- 
yress the circulation of small notes therein,’? which 
bad the same reference. 

Mr. C. stated that the committee had received 
from the department of war a communication, stat- 
ing that there were not in the treasury funds to car- 
ry on the war in Florida; and thereupon asked 
leave to report a bill for that purpose. 

Leave having been given, Mr. C. reported a bill 
‘making an additional appropriation for the pre- 
v-ntion and suppression of Indian hostilities for the 
year 1837." The bill was read at large, and then 
r-ferred to a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union. [It proposes to appropriate $1,600,000 ] 

Mr. C. further moved a resolution, directed by 
the same committee to be offered, fixing the daily 
hour for the meeting of the house at 10 o’clock A. 
M. till further ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Harlan, it was amended so as 
to fix the hour at 11; and in this form was agreed to 
by the house. 

“The following resolution moved on Wednesday 
by Mr. Snyder, of Illinois, was agreed, to viz: 

” Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury in- 
form this house at what time the bank of the state 
of Missouri was made a deposite bank, and what 
amount of its own notes said bank had in circula- 
tion, and what amount of specie it had in its vaults 
when it was selected. Also, what amount of money 
is now in the hands of the receivers of public 
inoneys in Illinois, and. where the same is now or- 
dered to be deposited. 

The following resolution moved on Wednesday 
by Mr. Loomis, of New York, having been read, viz: 

" Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury pre- 


_cepted from the call, 


pare and report to this house as soon as may be 
convenient, a statement showing what methods 
have been adopted for the safe keeping of the public 
funds, since the first organization of the govern- 
ment under the constitution; the length of time that 
each method has been in use, designating the sev- 
eral changes, and when made, and what losses un- 
der each method have been sustained by the trea- 
sury, in consequence of defaleation of agents or 
officers so entrusted with the funds forsafe keeping. 

Mr. Garland moved to amend it in such a man- 
ner as to call for all the correspondence of the treas- 
ury department with its various fiscal officers, touch- 
ing defalcations and neglects of duty from the foun- 
dation of the government. 

Mr. Mercer suggested that this amendment, if 
agreed to, was so comprehensive, that a full answer 
to it would probably fill several folio volumes. Mr. 
Garland said that if it would occupy twenty folios, 
he desired to have it, but he had reason to believe 
that two quires of paper would hold all he asked for. 
Mr. Loomis objected to the amendment, as covering 
too much ground, and requiring too much time to 
get an answer to. The great object of his inquiry 
had to do simply with the different modes adopted 
by the government at different times for the safe- 
keeping of the public funds, together with the losses 
which had happened under each mode. If the in- 
quiry was to be extended to all defalcations, it 
would be almost boundless, as every one knew that 
in the last war alone the amount had been vastly 
great. Mr. Mercer having further urged his objec- 
tion to the extent of the amendment, Mr. Garland 
modified it so as to confine it to the years 1834,-’5 
aud ’6. Mr. Mckay moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to call for the amount of defalcations, 
first, on the part of receiving officers of the govern- 
ment; secondly, on the part of those who were em- 
ployed in keeping the public funds; and thirdly, 
on the part of the officers employed in disbursing 
them. 

Mr. JWWhiltlesey showed that this amendment 
would make the answer still more voluminous; and 
so much so that it would take the department at least 
three months to prepare it. Its effect would be to 
defeat the original resolution entirely, for any im- 
mediate purpose. 

Mr. McKay thereupon withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

And Mr. Loomis still insisting on his objection 
to the amendment of Mr. Garland, that also was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, moved to 
amend the resolution by requiring the secretary of 
the treasury to report the aggregate amount of re- 
ceipts and of tosses since the adoption of the constitu- 
tion, excepting therefrom the amounts in the hands 
of the receivers of the land office and collectors of 
the customs. He wished the information in a con- 
densed shape; he wanted a bird’s-eye view which 
could at once be seen and understood. 

Mr. Loomis objected strongly to the adoption of 
this amendment, as apparently intended to defeat 
his resolution entirely; it contained nothing of | 
what he had proposed. 

After some remarks from Mr. Patton, inquiring 
why the collectors of the revenue were to be ex- 


Mr. Campbell explained; disclaimed all intention 
to defeat the resolution, and, lest he should be ex- 
posed to such an imputation, withdrew his amend- 
ment. 

The resolution, as originally proposed by Mr. 
Loomis, was then agreed to. 

Mr. Cambreleng now moved the orders of the 
day, but withdrew his motion at the request of 

Mr. Gholson, who offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the committee of elections be in- 
structed to report upon the certificate of election of 
Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson, the members elect 
from Mississippi, whether they are members of the 
25th congress or not; and that said committee take 
into their consideration the proclamation of his ex- 
cellency Charles Lynch, governor of said state, 
and the writ of election issued in accurdance with 
said proclamation, on the 13th day of June, 1887; 
and, also, the act of the legislature of the state of 
Mississippi, entitled “An act to regulate elections,’ 
approved March 2, 1833. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Garland now asked leave to lay on the table, 
and have printed, the following counter-project, 
which he intended hereafter to move as"a substitute 
for the plan propused by the committee of ways 
and means: 

Be it enacied, &c. That the secretary of the trea- 
sury be, and hereby is, required to adopt such mea- 
sures as he may deem necessary, to effect the col- 
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land, in the manner and on the principles herein 
provided; that is, that no such duties, taxes, debt; 

or suins Of money payable for lands, shall be eo). 
lected or received otherwise than in ‘the legal éuy. 
rency of the United States, or in notes of banks 
which are payable and paid on demand inh the said 
legal currency of the United States, under the {oj. 
lowing restrictions and conditions in regard to such 
notes, to wit: from and afterthe passage of this ac 

the notes of no bank which shall issue or circulate 
bills or notes of a less denomination than five do|. 
lars shall be received on account of the public dues: 
and from and after the day of the notes of 
no bank which shall issue or circulate bills or notes 
of aless denomination than ten dollars, shall be so 
receivable; and from and after the day of —_ 
the like prohibition shall be extended to the notes 
of all banks issuing or circulating bills or notes of 4 
less denomination than twenty dollars. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That no notes 
shall be received by the collectors or receivers of 
the public money, which the banks in which they 
are to be deposited, under the supervision and con- 
trol of the treasury department, shall not agree to 
pass to the credit ot the United States as cash: 
Provided, That if any deposite bank shall refuse to 
receive and pass to the credit of the United States, 
as cash, any notes receivable under the provisions 
of this act, which said bank in the ordinary course 
of business receives on general deposite, the secre- 
tary of the treasury is hereby authorized to with- 
draw the public deposites from said bank; nor shall 
the notes of any bank be received, which shall not 
be received by the state governments in which it is 
issued in payment of its revenue. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the secretary of the treasury to select 
such state banks as depositories of the public mo- 
ney, as, from their location, shall be most conveni- 
ent for the fiscal operations of the government, and 
the commercial intercourse of the country, not ex- 
ceeding in number. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That it shall he 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury, in all 
cases, to require of the banks to be retained, or 
hereafter selected segggpesiioriss of the public mv- 
ney, ample and approved collateral security for the 
safe-keeping and faithful repayment of all such 
sums of the public money as are or shall be deposit- 
ed with them, which security shall be annually re- 
newed. 

Sec. 5. And be tt further enacted, That the secre- 
tary may in his discretion, whenever the circulation 
of any deposite bank shall exceed three times the 
amount of its actual specie capital, discontinue 
such bank as a depository of the public money, 
and the receipt of its notes in payment of the pub- 
lic revenue. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if any of 
the banks which have suspended specie payments, 
the notes of which, previous to said suspension, 
were received in payment of the public revenue, 
shall bona fide resuine specie payments one month 
previous to the day of , then and in that 
case it shall be the duty of the collectors and re- 
ceivers of the public money to receive the notes of 
such bank or banks in payment of the public reve- 
nue, under the restrictions and limitations hereinbe- 
fore prescribed. But the bills or notes of any bank 




















| failing to redeem its notes in specie as aforesaid, 


within the time limited, shall not be thereafter re- 
ceived in paymentof the public dues as aforesaid. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall 
be lawful for the secretary of the treasury, if he 
shall deem it expedient, to continue as depositories 
of the public money any bank which has suspend- 
ed specie payments as aforesaid, under such limita- 
tions and conditions as he may prescribe. 

The paper was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Everett offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this house a statement of the number 
of Indians einployed in the military service of the 
United States since the commencement of the pre- 
sent Seminole war, and copies of all orders and in- 
structions under which Indians have been employed, 
or have been directed to be employed in the military 
service of the United States since the commencement 
of said war. 

This resolution would regularly lie one day on 
the table, but was agreed to by general conseut, 
without that delay. 

Mr. Pation, before the house should go to the 
orders of the day, wisbed to inquire of the chairman, 
or some member of the judiciary committee, whe- 
ther the house was to expect from that commiticeé 
any report on the subject of the president’s recom- 
mendation touching a bankrupt law? 

No response was given to this inquiry. 


The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 





froive of the public revenue of the United States, 
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the union, (Mr. Haynes, of Geo. in the chair,) and 
roceeded to consider the bill from the senate post- 

poning the fourth instalment of deposite with the 

tates. 

; The bill having been read, 

Mr. Dawson, of Geo., moved to amend it by sub- 
stituting for it the following: 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the secretary 
of the treasury to suspend the expenditure of fifteen 
millions of dollars from unexpended balances of 
appropriations, and to require the execution of the 
deposite law of June, 1836. 

Inasmuch as the report of the secretary of the 
treasury, made to the house of representatives on 
the 14th day of September, 1837, states the fact, 
that on that day there remained of unexpended 
balances of appropriations of the past and pre- 
sent years, the sum of twenty-four millions seventy- 

ve thousand two hundred and thirty-nine dollars 
thirty-seven cents, and that fifteen millions of dollars 
would not be required during the present year of 
said sum for public uses: 

1. Be it therefore enacted, That the secretary of 
the treasury be, and he is hereby, required to sus- 
pend the expenditure of fifteen millions of dollars 
of the unexpended balances of appropriations of the 

ast and present years, and that said sum be placed 
in the treasury for the purpose and use of the go- 
vernment. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to suspend the said sum of fifteen millions from such 
of said unexpended appropriations which in his 
judgment shail least affect the public interest. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the secre- 
tary of the treasury be, and he is hereby, required 
to carry fully into execution the deposite act of 
June, 1836; and that all laws contravening the pro- 
visions of this act be repealed so far, and no farther. 

A debate took place on this motion, after which 
the committee rose without taking the question. 

Mr. Cambreleng presented the following state- 
ments, prepared by himself, to show the state of the 
treasury. 

Estimated state of the treasury on the 1st of October, 

1337. 

Specie fund in land offic 

and banks, 


$700,000 
Specie tund in the mint, 


800,000 





$1,500,000 

Balances due from banks which will 
remain undrawn on the Ist October, 

Instalment due from the bank of the 
United States on the Ist October, 
deducting the amount paid through 
an arrangement with the navy de- 
partment, about 


5,000,000 


1,500,000 





Available and unavailable funds, 

Deduct the sums which will not be 
available either for deposite or for 
current expenses of government for 
some time to come, viz: 

Employed in the mint for the purchase 
of bullion, &c. which cannot be ap- 
plied toany immediate use, 500,000 

Of the five millions due from 
banks, only $750,000 are 
due from banks east and 
north of Virginia, and but 
$250,000 from other banks 
which can be consider- 
ed available, leaving whol- 
ly unavailable in remote 
banks 4,000,000 

It is understood that the 
bank of the United States 
has become the purchaser 
of treasury transfer drafts 
to the states, (presuming 
that they were, like other 
drafts, receivable in pay- 
ment for public dues), to 
meet the instalment due 
on the Ist of October, 
whether they are received 
or not—the fund will be 
unavailable—in the one 
ease the claim continues 
on the United States bank, 
and in the other the ba- 
lance due from the state 
banks is increased to the 
amount of $1,500,000 


48,000,000 





6,000,000 





Leaving in the treasury, to 
meet current expenses 

Of which there is in specie 1,000,000 
alances due from non-spe- 
cie paying banks 1,000,000 


2,000,000 





Probable state of the treasury in the last quarter of | ing been called, Mr. 4dams again offered the same 


the year, including unavailable funds, or all 
funds which cannot be applied to the current ex- 
penses of government. 
Balance in the treasury ist of October— 
In specie $1,000,000 
In banks 1,000,000 
$2,000,000 
Receivable from public lands, 
probably less, but may be 
Current receipts from cus- 
toms, bonds, cash duties, 
&c. if the payment of the 
bonds be postponed, and 
not including suspended 
bonds - - - 
Suspended bonds, payable 
from the middle of No- 
vember to Ist January 
Receipts from miscellane- 
ous sources - - 


1,060,000 


1,000,000 


1,900,000 


100,000 
———— 4,000,000 





$6,000,000 
The expenditures during the last quar- 
ter, estimated at the monthly rates 
for the first eight months in the year, 
willbe - : - - - 
Extraordinary appropriations, which 
will be immediately required for the 
Florida war, - - - - 
Allowance for drafts on banks (four 
and a half millions outstanding) 
which have been issued, and which 
may be returned in the last quarter 
in payment of public dues instead 
of money, besides the million anda 
half purchased by the United States 
bank, - - ° ~ - 
Balance required to be in the treasury 
to meet contingent demands, (par- 
ticularly necessary when the out- 
standing appropriations amount to 
twenty-four millions,) and exclud- 
ing the additional half million al- 
lowed by law for the use of the 
mint, - : - ° : - 


39,000,000 


1,600,000 


500,000 


4,000,000 





$15,100,000 
Deduct the available means in fourth 


quarter, - - - - - 6,000,000 





Amount to be provided, - $9,100,000 
These statements were ordered to be printed; and 
the house adjourned. 


Among other memorials presented yesterday, Mr. 
Evans presented the following, viz: Of 210 citi- 
zens of Winthrop, Maine; of 79 citizens of Strong, 
Maine; of 107 citizens of Winslow, Maine; of 51 
citizens of Bath, Maine; of 56 citizens Bath, Maine; 
of 44 male and 45 female inhabitants of Chesterville, 


Maine: all remonstrating against the admission of 


Texas into the union; which were severally laid 
upon the table. 


On Friday Mr. Briggs presented the remonstrance 
of 126 inhabitants of Williamston, Massachusetts, 
against the admission of Texas into the union; 
and on Monday Mr. Briggs presented two remon- 
strances from the inhabitants of Hawley, Massachu- 
setts, against the admission of Texas. 


Mr. McKennan presented two memorials, one 
from Rev. Alex. Donnan and 118 citizens of Mount 
Pleasant township, the other by Jas. Reed and 200 
citizens of Washington county, Pennsylvania, re- 
monstrating in strong terms against the annexation 
of Texas to the union. 


Tuesday, September 19. Mr. E. J. Shields, a 
member from Tennessee, was sworn and took his 
seat. Petitions against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States, by Mr. Adams, who presented a 
great number, Mr. Allen, of Vt., Mr. Russell, of 
New York, Mr. Lincoln, of Mass., Mr. Borden, of 
Mass., Mr. Childs, Mr. Phillips, &c. 


Mr, Adams asked leave to offer the following re- 
solution, which was yesterday ruled out of order 
by the chair: 

‘Resolved, That the power of annexing the people 
of any independent foreign state to this union is a 
power not delegated by the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States to their congress, or to any department 
of their government, but reserved to the people.”’ 

Mr. Hamer objecting to the reception of the mo- 
tion as not being now in order, 

Mr. Adams moved that the rules be suspended 
for the purpose of enabling him to introduce the re- 
solution; and on this motion de:manded the yeas and 
nays: but the house refused to order them, and the 
motion to suspend the rules was negatived. 

The states being then again called in order for 
the offering of resolutions, and Massachusetts hav- 





resolution, and moved thatit he on the table; which 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Taliaferro offered a resolution calling on the 
secretary of the treasury for a statement cv the 
quantity of wheat which had been imported i:to 
the ports of Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York 
and Boston, within the last and present fiscal years. 

Various modifications of the resolution were pro- 
posed by Messrs. Hamer, Haynes, Fillmore, McKay, 
Cambreleng, Underwood, Mercer, and Loomis; all or 
most of which were readily assented to by the 
mover, who desired the information for the use of 
an agricultural society in Virginia. 

Mr. Ewing,.of Indiana, moved to carry back the 
inquiry to the last ten years, and also add a clause 
calling on the secretary, to state the causes, so far 
as known to the department, of the great increase 
of importations within the last two years. He as- 
signed, as a reason for his amendment, that in his 
part of the country the importation was attributed 
to a want of labor on the part of the people, and 
hence it was inferred the distress of the country 

roceeded, and therefore we must have a treasury 

ank, &c. Now, in his opinion, there was already 
a great deal too much ploughing. The course of 
the argument, and the data on which it was found- 
ed, seemed to him like the prescription of Shak- 
speare’s fopling, who sald: 
‘The sovereignest thing on earth 
«Was parmaceti for an inward bruise.” 

There was no use in calling for insulated data; 
let the inquiry be sufficiently extensive to warrant 
some result; let the call go back to the year 1827, 
when the currency was sound, and the people 
prosperous and satisfied—though there was less 
ploughing than at present. The blame of the pre- 
sent condition of things did not rest with the peo- 
ple, but with the peopie’s servants. 

Mr. Taliaferro said he had no objection to the 
inquiry’s being made as extensive as any gentle- 
man desired, but he had confined the call to the 
years 86 and °37 simply because, if there was any 
considerab!e importation of foreign grain previous 
to that time, it was unknown to him. He believed 
it would be but a light labor to report the amount 

revious to those years. He remembered when, 
in tariif times, the duty of twenty-five cents a 
bushel, om imported wheat, was proposed, it was 
treated with derison, as such importations were out 
of the horizon of all probability; up to that time 
none had been brought into the country, save as 
mere specimens for curiosity or agricultural iin- 
provement. , 

The amendment of Mr. Ewing was rejected. 

The resolution was then, ou motion oc. Mr. 
Haynes, amended by inserting twelve years in the 
place of ten, and the resolution, as amended, was 
agreed to by the house. 


The resolution, as modified, was then agreed to. 

Mr. Patton ottered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to transmit to this house— 

Ist. A copy of all the documents and corres- 
pondence in his department relative to the recall of 
major general Scott from the command against the 
Seminole and Creek Indians. 


2d. A copy of the record of the proceedings of 
the court of enquiry convened in Fredericktown, 
in relation to the operations against the Seminole 
and Creek Indians, together with the decisions 
thereon of the late and present executive. 


3d. A copy of the orders to major general Scott 
relative to the conduct of his command, and the 
terms he might offer to the enemy. 


4th. A copy of the orders to major general Jesup 
on assigning to him the same command, and al 
other orders and correspondence with general Jesup 
subsequent thereto, which he may deem not injuri- 
ous to the public service to communicate. 

The resolution lies one day under the rule. 

Mr. Jenifer submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to by the house: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house what 
measures have been adopted since the adjournment 
of the last congress in relation to the tobacco trade 
between the United States and foreign countries. 
Also, such information as he may have received 
from our ministers or other agents abroad in rela- 
tion to the same; provided, in his opinion, such 
communication may not be detrimental to the inter- 
ests of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Martin, it was 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to this house, on or before the first 
Monday of December next— 

Ist. The average quantity of public land offered 
at public sale per annum, since the Ist of January, 
1823. 
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2d. The quantity of public lands which have re- 
mained subject to private entry, and not sold for a 
period of 20 years and more. 

3d. The quantity of public lands which have been 
subjectto private entry for 15 years and under 20. 

4th. The quantity of public lands which have 
been subject to private entry for 10 years and under 
15, designating the state or territory in which the 
lands of each class are situated. . 

5th. The aggregate quantity of public land in 
each state anit territory, what portion has been sold, 
and the amount received therefor. 

6th. The quantity of public lands which have 
been subject to private entry for 5 years and un- 
der 10. 

Mr. Wise offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed 
by ballot to inquire into the causes of the extraor- 
dinary delays and failures, and the enormous ex- 
penditures, which have attended the prosecution of 
the war against the Indians in Florida; that said 
committee have power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and that it have power to sit in the recess, 
and that it make report to the next session of con- 
gress. 

Mr. Cambreleng inquired why it was proposed 
that the committee should sit during the recess? 
Mr. Wise responded; whereupon an interesting de- 
bate arose in which Messrs. Wise, Everett, Glascock, 
Cushing, Bond, Oambreleng and Underwood partici- 
pated. The further debate was cut off by the ex- 
piration of the hour allotted to resoiutions. [The 
debate on the above resolution, on this and subse- 
quent days shall be inserted hereafter.] The house 
then went again into committee of the whole, (Mr. 
Haynes in the chair,) and took up the senate’s bill 
to postpone the fourth instalment of deposites with 
the states. 

Mr. Dawson, to avoid embarrassing the discus- 
sion of the principle of that bill, withdrew the sub- 
stitute offered by him yesterday, when 

Mr. Bell, who was entitled to the floor, addressed 
the committee at length in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Pickens also addressed the house at length 
in opposition to the bill, as sent down from the 
senate. 

After some conversation between Messrs. McKay, 
Bell, Wise, Robertson, and Cambreleng, Mr. Titus 
moved that the committee rise, which was agreed 
to; and the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Sept. 20. A large number of peti- 
tions were presented to-day, some of which were 
laid on the table under the order of the house, and 
others laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
A great proportion of the petitions were against the 
annexation of Texas to the United States. 

The speaker presented a letter from Henry A. 
Wise, covering one from Richard Randolph, of Vir- 
ginia, presenting congress with a portrait of Pey- 
ton Randolph. Referred to the committee on the 
library. 

Mr. Everelt, of Vermont, offered the following 
resolution, which was considered by general con- 
sent at once, and adopted nem. con, viz: 

Resolved. That the secretary of the treasury be 
required to lay before this house a statement of the 
amount of duties unpaid which accrued before the 
end of the first half of the present year, and where 
payable; of the amount then due from the bank of 
the United States, and where payable; and of the 
data on which the accruing revenue for the last 
half of the present year was founded. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, reported the bill from the senate au- 
thorizing the issue of treasury notes, with an amend- 
ment (adding further penal provisions). The bill 
was referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, reported the bill from the senate au- 
thorizing the poctponement of duty bonds due the 
government, with amendments; and it was also re- 
ferred to the committee of the whole. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways and 
means, reported, without amendment, the bill from 
the senate for adjusting the claims yet standing 
against the deposite banks. Also referred. 

“Mr. Biddle said he had received from Pittsburg, 
and other parts of his district, numerous and urgent 
letters on the subject of a bankrupt law, and would, 
with the permission of the house, ask of the honor- 
able chairman of the judiciary committee whether 


it was designed to report a bill at the special ses- about $209,639. | 
sion? If so, he would further respectfully ask, with| has been directed to be deposited in the bank of 





or farmers, or others than those who were strictly 
within the meaning of the term bankrupt, as drawn 
from England, and as understood by the framers of 
the constitution. The doctrine then announced, as 
it appeared to Mr. B. would compel the president 
to veto such a bill as is recommended in the mes- 
sage. Similar provisions were offered in 1827, but 
were successfully repelled by Mr. Hayne on the 
ground that, they were unknown to the bankrupt 
law of any country. He himself had no suchscru- 
ples; but knowing that they might influence others, 
he wished as frank a coinmunication as was deem- 
ed proper on a subject of absorbing interest to ma- 
ny, and on which he was daily importuned. He 
wished delusive liopes on this subject to be aban- 
doned. 


Mr. Thomas replied. He was sorry he could not 
give as satisfactory a response at present as the gen- 
tleman could desire. The committee on the judi- 
ciary had held two meetings on that and kindred 
subjects. At the first meeting, it appeared to meet 
the approbation of all the committee that a final 
decision, as to reporting a bankrupt law at this ses- 
sion of congress, should be postponed until it were 
ascertained whether the consideration of the mea- 
sures to be reported by the committee of ways and 
means would occupy the time of congress till the 
day for the commencement of the regular annual 
session or not. Power had been given to the chair- 
man to assemble the committee as soon as any de- 
finite information as to the duration of the session 
could be ascertained. A few days since, however, 
during his absence from his seat, he learnt that a 
gentleman from Virginia, (Mr Patton), had ad- 
dressed a similar inquiry to the chairman of the 
committee on the judiciary; whereupon a member 
of that committee had assembled the committee 
upon the subject. The meeting was held and ad- 


journed to meet again to-morrow (Thursday) morn- 


ing. Under such circumstances, it would be easi- 
ly perceived that he, the chairman, could not possi- 
bly predict what would be the resnit of the com- 
mittee’s consultations on the subject. But in all 
probability a specific direction would be given to 
the chairman at the meeting to-morrow, to give a 
decisive answer to the inquiry which had been made. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
letter from the secretary of the treasury: 

Treasury department, Sept. 20, 1837. 

Srr: This report is made in compliance with the 
following resolution, passed on the 18th instant: 

‘Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury in- 
form this house at what time the bank of the state 
of Missouri was made a deposite bank; and what 


amount of its own notes said bank had in cireula- | 


tion, and what amount of specie it had in its vaults, 
when it was selected. Also, what amount of mo- 
ney is now in the hands of the receivers of public 
moneys in Illinois, and where the same is now or- 
dered to be deposited.” 

In reply to the first inquiry, } have the honor to 
state, that the agreement and bond executed in be- 
half of the bank of the state of Missouri, bear date 
the fifth day of July, 1837. Some time elapsed be- 


fore these papers reached the department, and ex- | 


planations were requested, which occasioned a fur- 
ther delay of several weeks. The selection was 
decided upon, the 16th August, 1837; on which day 
the notice of it, together with the forms of the re- 
turns required, &c. were transmitted to the bank. 
The selection, as is usual in such cases, is consider- 
ed to take effect for some purposes from the date 
of the bond and agreement. 

In reply to the second inquiry, it appears by the 
last returns of the bank received here, that it had 
in its vanlts in specie $293,308 72, and had issued 
no bills of its own. 

This last circumstance existed with regard to the 
Lonisville Savings Institution at the time of its se- 
lection, and since, and was deemed, as it has proved, 
a great security tothe treasury. Recently the bank 
of Missouri has issued a small amount of bills; the 
precise amount of which has not yet been commn- 
nicated. None of then are under $20, according 
to the representation made on that subject. 


In answer to the last inquiry—the gross amount 
of cash held by the receivers of public money in 
the state of Illinois, by the last returns received at 
this office, was $336,639. From this should be de- 
ducted $127,000, being the amount of the drafts 


outstanding upon them, and leaving a balance of; 


Of this balance, about $190,000 


a view to judge of the probability of successful ac- | the state of Missouri, being the nearest and most 
lion, whether it was contemplated to report a bill) convenient general depository for that purpose. 


which might come in conflict with the well known 
constitutional opinions of the president? In 1827, 
the president, then in the senate of the United 
States, took the stand that no bankrupt law could, 
in this country, coustitutionally embrace planters 





Respectfully submitted, 
LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 
Hon. J. K. Polk, speaker of the house of represen- 
tatives. 
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The letter was ordered to lie on the table. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Wise yeste, 
day, in relation to the failures, delays, expenditures 
&c., which have attended the prosecution of the 
war against the Indians in Florida, coming up Mr 
Holsey replied to the charges against the govern. 
ment. r. Everett disclaimed certain allusions at. 
tributed to him by Mr. H, when Mr. Cushin 
arose, and after replying to some of the observations 
of Mr. Holsey, proposed to the mover of the rego. 
lution (Mr. Wise) to abstract from it that provisioy, 
in relation to the election of the proposed commit. 
tee by ballot. Mr. Wiese explained, by reference to 
the 7th rule of the house, that it was not disrespect. 
ful to the speaker of the house to propose such a 
change in the mode of election; and asan additiona| 
reason why he wished the committee chosen by 
ballot, was that he did not wish to be at the head 6f 
another investigating committee; he had had enouch 
of it. M. Wise advanced other reasons in favor of 
the change, which, as we will publish the debate 
entire, it is not necessary to notice iust now 
Mr. Cambreleng rose, and moved the orders of} the 
day, the hour having elapsed for the consideratioy, 
of morning business. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, (Mr. 
Haynes, of Georgia, in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of thes deposite postponement bill, 
Mr. Cambreleng replied briefly to the remarks of 
Mr. Bell, on yesterday. Mr. Underwood followed 
at length in opposition to the bill. Mr. Pickens 
moved an amendment to the bill, the effect of 
which, if agreed to, would be to limit the postpone- 
ment of payment of the fourth instalment to Ist 
January, 1829, instead of being indefinite. Mr. 
Duncan, of Ohio, supported the bill. Mr. Garland, 
of Virginia, stated the reasons why he should vote 
for the bill. Mr. Biddle addressed the honse at 
length in opposition to the bill. When on motion of 
Mr. Loomis, of Ohio, the committee rose and re. 
ported progress; and the house adjourned. 
| Thursday, Sept. 21. Mr. Ewing presented the 
memorial of 161 citizens of Mount Vernon and its 
| vicinity, Posey county, Indiana, praying the estab- 
lishment of a specie-paying national bank, and ask- 
ed permission to accompany the presentation with 
a few remarks, whié®the rules of the house prohi- 
bited. 


A large number of memorials remonstratinz 
against the annexation of Texas to the union, were 
presented as on former days, especially from the 
states of Massachusetts and New York. 

Mr. Thomas, chairman of the committee on the 
| judiciary, rose and stated that he had been instruct- 
'ed by that committee to state to the house that the 
/committee had this day adopted a resolution that it 
is inexpedient to report a bankrupt law at this spe- 
| cial session of congress. 
| The house then passed to the unfinished business 
|of yesterday morning, being Mr. Wise’s resolution 
‘for the appointment of a select committee in rela- 
tion to the Florida war. The discussion of this 
subject occupied the attention of the house until 








‘the expiration of the hour, but Mr. Glascoc* claim- 
‘ed a few moments delay, when he expressed his 
regret at the unpleasant feeling which the subject 
had called forth, &c. 

Mr. Cambreleng renewed his call for the orders; 
when the house again went into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Haynes, of 
Georgia, in the chair); and the house was address- 
ed at length by Mr. Loomis, of Ohio, in opposition 
to the bill, and by Mr. Jones, of Virginia, in its !2- 
vor. 

After Mr. Jones concluded, the committee were 
successively addressed by Messrs. Antherton, 0! 
|New Hampshire, Foster,of New York, and Briggs, 
of Massachusetts, at length: and then, on motion of 
| Mr. Mercer, who intimated his intention of speak- 
ing upon the bill before the committee, the commit- 
tee rose and reported progress. 

The speaker laid before the house a report of the 
commanding general, in answer to a resolution 0! 
the house of representatives of the 18th inst. rela- 
tive to the number of Indians employed in the ml- 
'litary service of the United States since the com- 
mencement of the present Seminole war, and C0- 
pies of all orders and instructions under which said 
Indians have been employed, &c. ; 

The speaker laid before the house a report 10 
obedience to a resolution of the 20th inst. requ!” 
‘ing the amount of duties unpaid which accrued be- 
'fore the end of the first half of the present yea! 
and when payable; of the amount then due from 
the bank of the United States, and when payable; 
of the data on which the accruing revenues for the 
last half of the past year were founded. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, 

1 The house adjourned. 
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